Cant 


BEING 


» EXTRACTS out of the EDICTS of 
the Kings, the Regulations of the Mar- 


ſhals, and the Records of the Parliaments 
of F R AN CE, 


| With the Reſolutions of the Arch-biſhops, 
| Biſhops, and Clergy there, in r&lation to 
that Matter, Bk. 


LONDON: 


Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers- 
SR” ;. e 


CT 
* Sas, 
= F-” — 


* ä % 7". "=" we 7 3a * 3 » is Pa, 1 4 
: LA Sr I ha 3 gs 2 _ » 4 þ k * = 
AK . W 2 "4. 16d WAS ; . 
* Ps » Falk. 4 1 * $ = 8 WET 
a * 2 "* CR A Soi” 


A 
RE Me fs l 


2 
£ 
4 

P 
= 
* 
4 
he. 


ww vi 
„ 4% 5 
ee an wil TEN 


PREFACE. 


S there is nothing more Fantaſtical than 
to Refine and Sublimate Honour, ſuch 
an airy Nicety, that the leaſt Puff of 
inconſiderate Breath can either blow 
or blaſt it; fo nothing can be more Degenerous in 
reaſonable Man, the vifible Image of his Maker, 
and Prince of Sublunary Creatures, than in a Beaſt- 
ly manner to Gore, Kill, and Deſtroy his Fellow- 
Creature, for a Thing that hath no Subſiſtence, 
but in the vain Imagination of a Whimſical Mind; 
and no kind of Countenance in thoſe Parts of the 
World where Civility and Religion have been 


| Cultivated. Nevertheleſs, during the League and 


Civil Wars of France, the over-weaning Heat of 
that People, brought in vogue amongſt themſelves, 
and by a pernicious 3 propagated * 
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theit Neighbours, who were filly enough to ape 
them, the Inhuman and Barbarous Practice of 
Fighting and Murdering one another in cold Blood, 
for the leaſt Ruffle of a Chimerical Point of Ho- 
nour, which, in Reaſon, ought to be manfully flight- 
ed, rather than meanly reſented, fince real Injuries 
are ſufficiently provided againſt by Laws. And this 
Horrid Cuſtom growing 1o common, that ſcarcely 
was he looked upon as a Gentleman of Honour, 
but he that had Killed or Fought his Man. The 
Inconveniencies thereof were ſo many, and fo de- 
plorable, and yet fo hard to be remedied, that 
for many Years, and during ſeveral Princes Reigns, 
no one Thing more employed the Cares of the Go- 
vernment, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, than the 
Rovting out of this Unchriſtian and Inhum in Cu- 
ſtom, and that very early, as appears by that Ex- 
cellent Edi of King Pharemoxd's, in the Year 
440, which we fhall here inſert. 


Pharamond*s Edict againſt DU ELS. 


Pharamond, King of the Gault, to all his Loving 
þ Subjects ſendeth Greeting. 
Hereat it has come to our Royal Notice and 
- Obſervation, that in Contempt of all Laws, 
Divine and Human, it is of late become a Cuſtom 
among the Nobility and Gentry of this our Kingdom, 
«pon flight and trivial, as well as great and urgent, 
Provocations, to invite each other into the Field, 
there by their own Hands, and of their own Aut ho- 
"ty, to decide their Controverſies by Combat, we 
bave thought fit to take the ſaid Cuſlom into our 
Royal Conſideration, and find, upon Enguiry into 
the uſual Cauſes whereon ſuch Fatal Deciſions haue 
ariſen, 
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E ariſen, that by this wicked Cuſlom, maugre all the 
Precepts of our Holy Religion, and the Rules of 
= Right Reaſon, the greateſt Ad of the Human Mind, 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries, is become vile and ſhameful 
hat the Rules of Good Society and Virtuous Con- 
ver ſution are hereby inverted ; that the Looſe, the 
Wan, and the Impudent, inſult the Careful, the 
Dfereet, and the Modeſt; that all Virtue is ſup- 
rreſd, and all Vice ſupported, in the one Ad of 
Wberng crpable to dare 10 the Death. We bave alſo 
art her, with great Sorrow of Mind, obſerv'd that 
hir dreadful Aion, by long Impunity, (our Royal At- 
Mention being employed upon Matters cf more general 
CLoncern, ) is become Honourable, and the Refuſal to 
4 neage in it Ignominious. In theſe dur Royal Cares 
und Enquiries we are yet farther made to underſtand, 
bat the Perſons of moſt Eminent Worth, and moſt 
Hopeful Abilities, accompanied with the ſtrongeſt 
Poſhuon for true Glory, are ſuch as are moſt liable to 
1 involu d in the Dangers ariſing from this Licence. 
Noto raking the ſaid Premiſes into our ſerious Con- 
ſderation, and well weighing that all ſuch Emer- 
gencies, (wherein the Mind 1s incapable of com- 
ſranding itſelf, and where the Injury is too ſudden 
r too exquiſite to be borne,) are particularly pro- 
0:44 for by Laws heretofore enalted; and that the 
Nualities of leſs Injuries, like thoſe of Ingratitude, 
pre too Nice and Delicate to come under General 
Rules. We do reſolve to blot this Faſhion, or Wan- 
gonnefs of Anger, out of the Minds of our Subject, 
L Fad Royal Reſolutions declar'd in ths Edid, as 
Jo/low. 

No Perſon, who either Sends or Accepts a Chal- 
lenge, or the Poſterity of either, tho no Death en- 
ſues thereupon, ſhall be, after the Publication of 


this 


this our Edit, capable of bearing Office in tbeſe 


our Dominions. 


The Perſon who ſhall prove the Sending or Re- 
cerving a Challenge, ſhall receive, to his own Uſc 
and Property, the whole Perſonal Eſtate of both 
Parties; and their Rea! Eſtate ſhall be immediately 
veſted in the next Heir of the Offenders, in a: | 


Ample Manner as if the ſaid Offenders were actual. 
ty Deceaſed. . 3 


In Caſes where the Laws (which we have already | 


granted to our Subject) admit of an Appeal for 3 


Blood, when the Criminal is condemned by the ſaid 
Appeal, he ſhall not only ſuffer Death, but hi: 
whole Eſtate, Real, Mixed and Perſonal, ſhall |" 
from the Hour of his Death be veſted in the next 


Heir of the Perſon whoſe Blood be ſpilt. # 
That it ſhall not hereafter be in our Royal Power, 


or that of our Succefſors, to pardon the ſaid Offences, 


or reſtore the Offenders in their Eſtates, Honour, ' 
or Blood, for ever. 


Given at our Court at Blozs the * 
8th of February, 420, in the 
Second Year ot our Reign. 


Indeed, he who will take the Pains to peruſe the di 


many reiterated Edicts, Declarations and Decrees, 4 
of the Kings and Parliaments of France, that ar: 4 
to be found in the Collection of them, and con 


der how Pathetically they are Worded, muſt nech“: 
confeſs that that Government had hard Strugling | gs 


to make the Honour of the French Gentry fleep u 
a whole Skin; and that the Supream AuthorinÞn - 
of that Nation was never more audaciouſly flight 

ed, than in the Particular of Duels, 
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The Defign then of the following Book is to 
new the En2//þ Reader what Care the Govern- 
ment of France, juſtly offended at fo intolerable a 
Cuſtom, took to Repteſs it; what Laws were 
Made, and ſtrictly put in Execution, againſt it; and 

by Conſe quent, to Convince him how Neceſſary 

the ſame Courſe would be in this Nation where 
the ſame offenſive Weed hath taken ſuch deep 


Zrhought it ſufficient to Tranſlate only ſome Atts 
and Ordinances of the preſent French King's Reign, 
Jas Virtually and Eminently comprebending all the 
tormer Laws made againſt Duelling, for the Sa- 
([FrisfaQtion of the Reader it hath been judged Pet- 
tinent to Premiſe, by Way of Preface, a ſhott Ab- 

tract, and the Dates of the chief Edicts and De- 


crees made for the ſame Effect, in the Reigns of 


his Father and Grandfather, that in the Ssries of 
the Remedies he may obſerve the Progreſs and 
Continuance of the Evil, which is now at length 
much Abated, if not wholly Cured. 

In order, therefore, to the Suppreſſion of Duels, 
che Parliament of Paris, Jane 26. 1599, De- 
Rclares all thoſe who Revenge themſelves of Inju- 
ties and Affronts by any other Way than the or- 
he Laden Courſe of Law, guilty of High Treaſon; 
ordering the Eſtates, as well Perſunal as Real, both 
aof the Living and Dead, who have ſo Offended, 
a Confiſcated to the King; and all who have any 


ne ings held for ſuch Unlawful Proſecution of Quar- 
I * Rebels to bis Majeſty, Tranſgreſſors of the 
rin Law, and Diſturbers of the Publick Peace. In Con- 
zu ſequence whereof, Henry IV. by his Edict at Blois 
of April 1602, mentioning, That the Diſorders of 
that Abominable Cuſtom of Fighting Duels for Re- 


Th PAration 


ZRooting : But becaule the Compiler thereof hath - 


> — Alfiſted, or been preſent at Duels, or Meet- 
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paration of Honour were ſo great, and ſo much 
Chriſtian Blood ſpilt thereby, that he could na 
Judge himſelf worthy of Sweying the Scepter if be 
did not put a Stop to that Abuſe, Declares in Con. 
formity to the former Decree of Parliament, all 
who have Fought Duels, wherher they be Dead or 
Alive, Guilty of Treaſon ; and Orders their Perſons 
and Eſtates to be accordingly proceeded again, 
with Power and Injunction to the Conſtable and 
Marſhals of France, the Governours and Lieutenant. 
Generals of Provinces, c. to give ſuch Reparation 
to the Parties injured in Honour, as may both pte. 
vent the Unlawful Eftufion cf Blood, and ſave the 
Reputation of Genilemen: To which, as all Hi | 
Majeſty's Subjects were to render punctual Obedi- FR * 
ence, jo the Puniſhment againſt the Diſobedient? |] 
and Tranſgreſſois were no ways to be Remitted“ ; 
nor Moderated. = c 

I 

t 


Notwithttanding the Severity of all preceding 
Editts, ſo poſſeſſed were the French with the Fall: Þ* 
Opinion, that their 5 — Honour could not b F 
Repaired but by the Unlawful Way of Duelling, * 
that the ſame King Henry IV. in his Edit a:“ 
Fountaine Blean of Fune 1509, Regrerting tha fi 
the Kigour of the Law did rather Exaſperate than 
Repreſs that Inſolent and Brutiſh Cuſtom, confirms 5 
and enlarges his former Edic, and beſides the Fe.“ 
nalties above impoſed, Ordains Puniſhments fs C 
all that any way are concerned in Duelling, naß X 
only the Principals, Seconds, and Carriers of Chal ne 
lenges, or Offenſive and Provoking Words, bur fa cid 
ſuch as come to the Place aſſigned as Spectatots 
without Intention of Fighting; nay, and for rhoiþ? 
allo, who, coming accidentally. do not endeavoutf* 
ro prevent the Effuſion of Blood; and that by Death 


Confiſcation of Goods, Loſs or Suſpenſion of Plz $ 
ces 


> 
wr 
n 
n 
5 
3 


. J 

2 

3 
e 
$2 


The PREFACE. 


ces, Fines, Impriſonment, Degradation from Ho- 
nour and Infamy, according to the Share and Con- 
cern they have had in the Quarrels ; Dedicating 
to the Poor, Pious and Religious Uſes, all the Con- 
fiſcated Eſtates and Fines that fell to the Crown 
by ſuch Miſdemeanours, and Declaring and Pro- 
reſting before God, That he will never Pardon any, 
who {hall be found Guilty of the Violation of that 
Edict; and Prohibiting the Queen, Princes of the 
Blood, and all Courtiers whoſoever, to intercede 
for them, upon Pain of his Diſpleaſure. However, 
that he might in ſome Meaſure comply with a Per- 
nicious Humour, that ſeemed Incorporated into the 
Temper of the French Nobility and Gentry, he gives 
leave to thoſe who ſhould imagine themſelves In- 
jured and Affronted beyond the Satisfaction that 
might be granted them by the ordinary Courſe of 
Law, to make their Application to himſelf, or to 
the Conſtable, Marſhals of France, Governours of 
Provinces, Lientenant- Generals, c. and according 
to the Nature of the Affront he Promiſes to allow 
them the Combat, if no other Satisfaction can be 
ſufficient. 

The ſtrict Execution of theſe Laws having, du- 
ring the reſt of the Reign of Henry IV. put ſome 
Stop to the Inſolent and Bold Way of Fighting upon 
Challenges, in the beginning of the Reign of Louis 
XIII. to Elude the Force of the former EdiQs, a 
new Way of Fighting was Introduced, as upon ac- 
cidental Rencounters, pretending no Challenge to 
have preceded. This gave Occaſion to the ſaid 
King by his Declaration at Paris of the firſt of 
Tuly 1611, not only to Revive and Confirm the 
former Edicts of his Father, but alſo to extend 
the Force of the ſame to Rencounters, if it could 
be made out that any Quarrel, by Word or Deed, 
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paſt before betwixt Parties ſo engaging : Which he 
afterward Confirmed and Enlarged by his Declarati- 
on at Paris of the 18th of January 1613, wherein 
to cut oft all Hopes of Impunity from thoſe who 
ſhould fall into ſuch Offences, having enjoined a 
ſtrict and rigorous Execution of all former EdiQts, 
he Declares, That whoſoever ſhall dare ro make 
Application to Him, or ro his Mother, the Queen 
Regent, to Mediate and Intercede for Pardons for 
ſuch Offenders, ſhall Incur his Indignation ; and 
that whoſoever thall Conceal or Entertain ſuch 
Criminals, and not Inform againſt them, ſhall be 
Reputed and Puniſhed as Acceſſaty to the Crimes; 
declating alſo, that if Parties Offinded in Honour 
do not within a Month after the Injury or Affront 
received, make their Complaints to the Conſtables, 
Marſhals, and the other Judges of Honour appointed 
by the aforementioned Editts, they ſhall not be 
heard for any Reparation by them, but muſt take 
their Courſe at Common Law. And the Parliament 
of Paris, at the Motion of the King's Attorney- 
General, upon Occaſion of frequent Duelings in the 
Streets of that City, on the 27th of January, 1614, 


Ratified the fame Declaration, commanding the 
Punctual Execution of the ſame, by the Officers of | 
Civil Juſtice, and exhorting all Biſhops and Pre- 


lates, according to the Edicts, to deny Chriſtian 
Burial to thoſe that {hould be Killed in ſuch Ren- 
Counters. 

No ſooner was the ſame Lowrs XIII. of Age, 
but upon Complaint made to him, that amongſt 
other Abuſes, that of Dueling and Fighting upon 
Rencounters was ſtill obſtinately practiſed, not- 
withſtanding the Severity of the Laws, he iſſued 
out a Declaration of the Firſt of Ofober, 16 14, 
which the Day following he himſelf fitting en 

| is 
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his Throne in Parliament, was there ratified, 
whereby he confirmed all former Laws made a- 
gainſt that Crime, enjoined a ſtrict Proſecution 
of the Guilty, and ſolemnly promiſed not to Par- 
don ſuch Oftenders, upon any Interceſſion, Account 
or Pretext, whatſoever. All this nevertheleſs was 
not ſufficient to cool the French Blood, for Duel- 
ling ſtill continued; fo that July 14, 1517, the 


. King publiſhed another Edict verified in Parliament, 


wherein afrer a Chriſtian Preamble concerning the 
Horridneſs of that Deteſtable Crime, he not only 
revives all former Laws made againſt it, and ſolemn- 
ly Swears never to Pardon any of what Quality 
ſoever that ſhall be guilty of the ſame, but alſo 
enjoins all Judges and Courts of Juſtice not to have 
Reſpett to any ſuch Pardons or Remiſſions preſent- 
ed ro them, as being contrary to his Majeſty's 
Will and Pleafure, and appoints Part of the Eſtates 
Confiſcated for theſe Crimes to be given to In- 
formers, to encourage them to proſecute the ſame ; 
the reſt, as before, being allotted for Pious Uſes. 
And this Ed ict was in March, 1621, put rigorouſly 
in Execution by the Parliament of Parzs, who Con- 
demned Five Perſons Guilty of that Crime of 
High Treaſon, Adjudged their Eſtates Forfeited, 
and themſelves to be Hanged in Perfon, if Appre- 
hended; and it not, in Effigie, in the Publick Place 
of Execution in Paris. 

By another Edict of Auguſt, 1623, publiſhed in 
Parliament the 29th of the ſame Month, beſides the 
Confirmation of all former EdiQs concerning Duels, 
it is ordered, That whatever Perſon, whether Gentle- 
man, Servant or Lackey, ſhall carry a Challenge, 
by Word or Writing, {hall without Mercy be put 
to Death. In purſuance of which, and all the 
former EdiQs, April 24, 1624, the Fen 
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of Paris condemned Bouteville, Count of Ponte:- 
bault, the Baron of (bantail and des Salles, for 
having fought a Duel on Eafter-Day, of High 
Treaſon, and ſentenced them to be degraded from 
all Priviledges of Honour, and declared Ignoble 
and Infamous, themſelves Hanged on a Gibbet in 
the Place of Execution in Paris, and their Dead 
Bodies carried to Montfaulcon, if apprehended ; 
and if not, Hanged in Fitigie upon a Gallows in 
the ſame Place ; all their Houſes razed and de- 
moliſhed, never again to be rebuilr, and the Trees 
growing about them lopt off by rhe Middle, to 
remain as a perpetual Monument of their Crime; 
a Pillar of Free-ftone, with an Inſcription in a 
Copper-Plate be erected in the Places, containing 
the Cauſes of that Demolition, and their Eſtates 
Perſonal and Real Confiſcated. And that this 
Sentence might the more effectuall/ be put in 
Execution, his Majeſty by bis Edict of the 24th of 
June, 1624, prohibits all Princes, Lords, and 
Gentlemen, of what Quality ſoever, 16 favour, aſſiſt, 
or entertain, the Violaters of his Edicts in the Mat- 
ter of Daels, and all Vicars and Curats to give 
them Chriftial Burial : According to which it 
was Decreed in Parliament upon Occaſion of ano- 
ther Duel Fought by the ſame Boatevilie, and others, 
the 28th cf 7arury, 1625, that all who did har- 


bour, receive or aſſiſt, them with Lodging, ViAuals, 


or any Thing elſe, thould be reckoned guilty of 
High Treaſon, 


Duciling nevertheleſs was ſtill ſo Univerſal - 
ly practiſed, and ſo many Perſons of all Qualities 


were thereby Obnoxious to the Laws, that upon 
the Marriage of the Queen of Great Britain, Grand- 
Mother to her preſent Mijeſty of England, and Siſter 
to the ſame Louis XIII. of France, * that 
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of Grace, as a Teſtimony of his own, and an En- 


* couragement to their Joy, upon ſo Solemn an Oc» 
caſion, nothing could be thought of, more accept- 


= able tothe Publick, nor more conducive to the End 
= propoſed, than a General Pardon for paſt Duels, 
> which by his Edict at Parzs of February, 1626, 
be graciouſly granted: But at the ſame Time, to 


„ 


— 
* 
N 
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prevent that Scandalous Abuſe for the future, which 
be had till then endeavoured by all Means, but Un- 
ſucceſsfully, to Remedy, he adds to all former Editts, 


New Puniſhments, not to be diſpenſed with at 


the Sollicitation of any Perſon, nor upon any Ac- 
count whatſoever, as being leſs Rigorous than thoſe 
= formerly impoſed : And theſe conſiſted chiefly for 

: thoſe who {ſhould give or receive a Challenge, 
without Slaughter committed (the Severity of all 
former Ed icts being reinforced againſt ſuch as Kil- 


led) in Baniſhment for a certain Term of Years, 
Loſs of all Places and Penſions that they held of his 
Maher, which were to be conferred upon others; 
a Third Part of their Eſtates, and Death, if they 


offered to Challenge thoſe who ſhould be pro- 
: vided to their Offices and Penſions : And that a 
Petetext of Accidental Rencounters might not ſerve 

for an Excuſe to thoſe who premeditately Fought, 
* nor by withdrawing out of the Countrey, or to the 
Frontiers, upon ſuch Deſigns, any might elude the 
\ Force of the Law, it was Ordered by that Edict, 
that in Rencounters the Aggreſſor ſhould be Repu- 

ted and Puniſhed as a Challenger, if he could be 
Known, and it it were doubtful who was the Ag- 
greſſor, both Parties ſhould ſufter as ſuch : That 


thoſe who Fought out of the Countrey, or upon the 
Borders, and made their Eſcape thither, ſhould be 
Proceeded againſt as if the Fatt were Committed 


in 
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in France; and that it ſhould be Death and perpe. 7 
tual Infamy to Employ Seconds, as being a Sign of 
Cowardice, and Honourable to refuſe a Challenge, 27 £01 
or being a Second, as being a Mark of True Va. Fi 
jour; his Majeſty promiſing to Honour with his | ſtil 
Efteem, and Employ in his Service, both Civil and bis 
Military, all who by ſo doing pay'd Obedience to 7 ma 
his Edias; and, Ordering, as in former EdiQts, | 3 Pu 
the Marſhals of France, and other Judges of Ho- no 
nour, to Command ſuch Reparations of Honour © thc 
to be made to the Obedient as might entirely ſe | 
cure their Reputation; for the more punRual Pet. 
formance whereof his Majeſty interpoſes his Au. Af 
thority, Swearing before God never to grant any * niſ 
Remiſſions for the afore mentioned Crimes, and | 142 


enjoining his Judges to give no ReſpeR to any ſuch | ch. 


Pardons, if preſented co them, as being ſurrepti- the 
tiouſly obtained from him. And his Majeſty, to} t 
ſhew his firm Reſolution to ſee his Edict punQu- | me 
ally put in Execution, ſometime after, upon a bare 
Suppoſition, that the Sieur of Liancourt had chal- © 
lenged the Sieur Ceſſias, upon ſome Diſpute thac | - 
had happened betwixt the Duke of Halluin and the | | fn 
ſaid Cre/tas, baniſhed them all his Court, and de-“ PP 
prived Liancourt of his Place of Firſt Gentleman cf | An 
his Bed- chamber bur it appearing afterward to be Þ 


Ih 
— 


a falſe Surmiſe. they were recalled, and Liancourt | - Kit 
reſtored to his Place. | the 

In Purſuance of the above-mentioned FdiQs, Bou- | * Fr, 
teville and des Chapelles being apprehended, and in} - 


Priſon for another Duel, were with their Accom- Þ 
plices, by a Decree of the Parliament of Pars, | RF 
June 21, 1627, Condemned of High Treaion, and! Cr 
Sentenced to be Beheaded, and their Eſtates Con- | 1 
fiſcated to the King. The Severity of the Edits Þ 8 
nevertheleſs, and the Exemplary Execution of them. 

_ Pre 
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could not ſo reſtrain the Impetuoſity of the French 
Fire, but that the Pernicious Cuſtom of Duelling 
titill continued; infomuch that the ſame King by 
dis Declaration of the 29th of May, 1634, com- 
0 


manded all the former EdiQts againſt Duels to be 
Paubliſhed of new ; ſolemnly Swearing to grant 
no Pardon for ſuch Crimes, declaring thoſe who 
= thould intercede for ſuch Offenders, Enemies ot his 
© Reputation, and Unworthy of his Favour , pro- 
| | hibiring all, of what Quality ſoever, to Harbour or 
_ > Aſſiſt ſuch Delinquents, upon Pain of being Ba- 
15 niſhed the Court for a Year, and their Houſes 
; | © razed, and cauſing his Secretaries and Keeper of 
the Great Seal ro be Sworn not to Sign, or put the 
. + the Szal to any Pardon for Duelling, though there- 
„to expreſly required on his Parr, And the Parlia- 
ment of Paris in the Year 1635 declared the laſt 
Will and Teftament of a Perſon of Grear Quality 
who had fought a Duel, to be Null, as having For- 
feited his Right of Teſtating by that Crime. The 
: fame Parliament alſo in the Years 1638 and 163g, 
upon Complaints made to that Court of the Con- 
{| - tinued Abuſe of Duclling, by the King's Attorney- 
General, and in Obedience to a Letter from the 
King, in the Year 1640, who in Confideration of 
the Birth of the Dauphin, the preſent King of 
Trance, had given a General Pardon for all prece- 
ding Duels, made ſeveral Decrees for - Publiſhing 
„of new, and putting in ſtric Execution all Laws 
. © 96 Edicts made againſt that Barbarous and Brutiſh 
Crime. 
; And in this State was the Kingdom of France, in 
| Telation to Daelling, when the preſent King Louis 
XIV, being bur a Child, came to the Crown, and 
4 2 long Edith, with a moſt Chriſtian and Elaborate 
* Preface to it, againſt that Crime in the Year 64: 
when 


The PREFACE. 


when he entered into the Government. This For- 
tunate Prince hath been more ſucceſsful in this, as 
in many other great Attempts, than any of his Pre- 
deceſſors; and by a ſtrict Execution of the Laws, 
and the Uſe of his Sovereign Authority, hath |* 


taught his Subjects another Way of Aſpiring to Ho. 
nonour, than by Killing one another for Punctilio's 


and Trifles, having by the Methods mentioned in |. 


the following Book reduced France to a Submiſſive 
Obedience of the Laws at this Time, moſt worthy 


the Imitation of Great- Britain, where this Inhu- | * 
man Practice does ſo much prevail. But ſince 
this has been Graciouſly Recommended from the! 


Throne, it is to be hoped that the Parliament will 
find out ſome ſpeedy and effectual Method to pre- 
vent it; to which end it has been thought ſeaſon- 


able to Publiſh this Account of the Aboliſping of |. | 


Duels in France, 


AN 
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ACCOUNT 


Duels in France. 


ANY Edicts, Declarations, and Decrees, 
were {ſet forth by the Kings and Parlia- 
ments in France, during the Reigns of 
Henry the Fourth, and Lewis the Thir- 
teenth, the preſent King's Father and Grandfather, 
or Supprethng Duels and Rencounters, and othet 
Means were us'd by them for the ſame Effect, but 
without Succeſs, Lewis the Fourteenth, the preſent 


King, at the Entrance of his Reign, made a long E- . 


dict againſt thoſe Crimes in the Year 1543, and on 
the Eleventh of May, 1544, ſet forth a Declaration, 
which was confirm'd in Parliament the Ninth of 
June following, whereby reiterated Prohibitions were 
made to all Perſons againſt Challenging cach dther, 
Fighting Duels, Rencounters, or otherwile ; and a- 
gainſt Contravening to the Edicts and Dcclarations 
of his Majeſty, under the Pains provided by the Or- 
dinances. 

On the Thirteznth of March, 1646, he ſet forth 
another Declaration, Prohibiting Querrels, Duels, 
Challenges, and Rencounters; this being a Confirmati- 
on and Augmentation of the Penalties contain'd in 
the Edicts, Declarations W e formerly made 

on 
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4 
on the ſaid Subject, which Declaration was alſo Pub- 
liſhed in Parliament the Twentieth of March, in the 
ſame Year. 

In the Year 1651, in the Month of 2 upon 
the King's being Declar'd Major, and he being well 
2 of what Importance it was to the State to 

ve theſe Duels and KRencounters Aboliſht, he ſet 
forth a more Ample and Peremptory Edict againſt 
them, than any had been in the Reigus of his Father 
or Grandfather, it conſiſting of Twenty-four Articles; 
which Edict was allo confirmd in Parliament, the 
King being preſent, in the ſame Month and Year ; 
and he took a firm Reſolution to have the Penalties 
therein contain'd effectually put in Execution againſt 
all ſuch as ſhould Contravene. I ſhall not give it you 
here, by Reaſon of a more Comprehenſive Edi which you 
will find in the Sequel. 0. 

In the Month of May, 1653, the King (et forth 
another Declaration againſt Duels, it being an En- 
largement and Explanation of ſome Points in the 


foregoing Edict; in the latter Part of which it is ſaid 


thus: And foraſmuch as the Fifth Article concern- 
ing the Satisfactions which ought to be appointed by 
Our Coſins the Marſhals of France, for Perſons offend- 
ed in Honour ſeems to be coucht in Two General 
Terms, and that the expreſs Proteſtation made a long 
Time before Our laſt Edict, and the Engagement in 
Writing of many Gentlemen of Quality of our King- 


dom, of not receiving for the Time to come any Chal- 


lenge, requires that there be a full and advantageous 
Proviſion {or the Reparation of Offences, which may 
be made to their Reputation, and to the Reputation 
of thoſe who (hall abſtain for the future from taking 
Satisfaction of themſelves, and who thall have Re- 
courſe to ſuch as we have Eftabliſh'd for rendring 
them Juſtice, it is our Will and Pleature, That our 
Coſins, the Marſhals of France, ſhall meet forthwith, 
to prepare a Rule as exact and clear as may be con- 
cerning the divers Satistactions and Reparations o- 
Honour, that they ſhall judge ought to be ordain'd 
accord ins to the divers Degrees of Offences ; which 


Rule ſhall be inviolably ſtood to for the future by 
A 


— 


(3) 


all thoſe who ſhall be employ'd in the Accommoda- 


tions of Differences, which ſhall concern Point 6f Ho- 
nour, and the Reputation of Gentlemen. This De- 


. claration was confirm'd in Parliament the T wenty- 
ninth of July, in the ſame Year. 

On the Thirtieth of July, 1557, there was a De- 
cree of the Court of Parliament, importing a Reitera- 
tion of Prohibitions of Duels, and enjolning Officers 
to be very attentive in diſcovering Criines of Duels 
wherein they had been found Negligent. 

Now many Gentlemen of Quality in France, before 
the Year 1651, (as it is before intimated,) had made 


a Publick Declaration and Solemn Proteſtation un- 


der their Hands to refuſe all kinds of Challenges, 
and never to Fight a Duel on any Account whatfoe- 
ver. It was Worded in theſe Terms: 

The Subfign'd, by the Preſent Writing, make a 
Publick Declaration and Solemn Proteſtation of retu- 
fing all kinds of Challenges, and of not Fighting a 
Duel on any Occaſion whatſoever, and of rendring 
all kind of Teftimony of the Deteſtation they have of 
Duels, as a Thing wholly contrary to Reaſon, to the 
Welfare and the Laws of the State, and inconſiſtent 
with Salvation and Chriſtian Religion ; though with- 
out renouncing the Right of repelling by all Lawful 
Ways any Injuries that ſhall be offered them, accord- 
ing as their Profeſſion and Birth (hall oblige them to 
it, being alſo always ready on their Parts to give 
with Sincerity a right Underſtanding to thoſe who 


ſhall conceive themſelves to have ſome Cauſe of 2 


Reſentment againſt them, and reſolving not to give 
Occaſion to any Man. 

" The Marſhals of France be ing made acquainted and 
preſented with this Declaration by the Gentlemen 
who Subfign'd it, and being deſired their Senſe of it, 
gave the following Judgment thereon. 


Foraſmuch as many Gentlemen, very well known 


as well by the Illuſtrious Marks of their Honſes, as 

by thoſe they have given of their Couraze on divers 

Occaſions, have repreſented to us that they paſſio- 

nately With to contribute all ſhall lye in them for the 

Execution of the King's * againſt the n 
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(42) 
uſe of Duels, introducd, and grown inveterate in 
France, to the great Prefadice of Chriſtian Religion 
and of the Welfare of the State ; that for this En 
they had Sublign'd a Writing containing a Publick 
Declaration and Solemn Proteſtation of refuſing all 
kinds of Challenges, and of never Fighting a Duel on 
any Cauſe whatſoever, and of rendring all kind of 
Teſtimony of the Deteſtation they have of Duels, as 
a Thing wholly contrary to Reaſon, to the Welfare 
and Laws of the State, and inconſiſtent with Salvati- 
on, and the Chriftian Religion: Though without 
renouncing the Right of Repelling by all Lawful 
Ways Injuri-s that {hall be offered them, as much as 
their Profeſſion and Birth obliges them to it: Being 
alſo alway ready on their Parts to give with Sincerity 
a right Underſtending to thoſe who ſhall conceive 
themſelves to have ſome Cauſ? of a Reſentment a- 
gainſt them, and relolvinz not to give Occaſion to 
any Man: We having ſeen and eximin'd the ſaid 


Writing, and after having heard them on this Mat- 


ter, have approvd, and do approve of what is con- 
tain'd in the ſaid Writing, declare it conformable to 
the King's Edicts, and to the Laws of Honour, as it 
is to thoſe of the true Religion: And we exhort all 
the Gentlemen of this Kingdom to Subſcribe to it, 
and to obſerve it in all its Points; as allo thoſe who 
have Sublign'd to that Writing, and all thoſe that 
will Subſign it, and remedy the Diſorder of Duels, 
to confer and ad viſe together concerning the Satisfacti- 
ons they ſhall conceive may ;eafonably paſs in lieu of 
thoſe which are hoped for by Duels ; to prepare Me- 
moirs of them, and put them forthwith into the 
Hands of our Secretary of the Marſhalſea of France; 
to the End that having Read and Examin'd them, 
we may make a Report of them to his Majeſty to be 
confarm'd. if he ſhall think fit, by a New Edict or 
Declaration, to the Good of Religion, and the Wel- 
are of his State, Paris the Firſt of July, 1651. Sign'd 
y the Marſhals of France, and bencath 
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| (5) 
be Reſolution of the Prelates on this Matter. 


E, defiring to diſcharge the Obligation which 
8 the Holy Ghoſt has laid on us of governing 
the Church of God, to provide Charitably for the 
Neceſſitles of our Neighbour, and to procure the Sal- 
vation of Souls as much as it ſhall be pofhble for us, 
after having ſeen the Declaration made by many Gen- 
tlemen of Refuſing all Sorts of Challenges, and never 
to Fight a Duel on any Cauſe whatſoever. and after- 
ward the Judgment given by the Marſhals of France 
on the ſaid Declaration, have judg'd it proper to ap- 
prove the Generous and Chriſtian Conduct of both 
concerning the ſaid Declaration and Judgment, and to 
fulminate withal new Anathema's againſt the Inſolence 
and Barbarouſneſs of Duels ; Nature has them in 
> Horrour, Reaſon condemns them, and the Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws deteſt theſe Black Furies, and Hea- 
ven is arm'd with its moſt rigorous Vengeance to Puniſh 
- ſuch Monſtrous Crimes. 
hey are theſe cruel Exceſſes which bring at the ſame 
time a Diſhonour on the Laws, a Reproach on Hu- 
* mane Nature, an Injury on Religion, a Shame on Chri- 
ſtianity, and cauſe a Weakening in the State, the 
Scandal of the People, the Anger of Heaven, and the 
* Loſs of Souls. 
Is it not to extinguiſh the Sentiments of Huma- 
nity, and to diveſt us of the Light of Reaſon, for a 
Man to go about to deſtroy his Like, and to expoſe 
* himſelf to the Danger of being loſt, by giving way to 
2 brutiſh Pathon, which ſeems to imitate the fury of 
Tygers; or to eſtabliſh a Point of Imaginary Honour, 
© which promotes a bloody and cruel Doctrine of Man- 
> flaughter ; which gives Rules for Murther, and which 
* diſguiſes Aſſaſſination in a Method and Meaſure, to ſe- 
* duce very often the moſi daſtardly Spirits, and the 
* weakeſt Courages. | 


The 


(6) | 
The Decree of Pope Steven prohibits the ill Cuſton, Þ 
of proving a Man's Innocency by boiling Water, and 


by a burning hot Iron; and St.Thomas judges very per- H, 
tinently, that at the ſame time he condemns Dwels, In 8e 
reality, what colour is there for committing to che St. 


Chance of Arms a Man's Reputation, his Life, his l- 1 
rernity, ſince it happens even very often by a juft Judg- ] PF 
ment of God, that the moſt skilful, and the leatt ti- 1M; 
merous, falls under the Hand of the weakeſt. us 
Let Princes therefore and Magiſtrates arm their Au. 

thority with a new Vigour to mark with Infamy the! 
Gladiators, who ſeem in contempt of Chrittianity to Ser 
50 about to revive Paganiſm and Idolatry. It may b ©© 
aid that we breathe yet the Contagious Breath of tho Pu 

Unfortunate Ages, in which Men ſcerificed to Idols th: 3 let 
Blood and Life of Mankind. O Princes! O Judges! Blc 
O Grandees of the Earth ! who are the Umpires of has 
the Fortune of Men, tf by the Civil Laws you ought 7 in 
to ſee that the Poor be *. Ha with Food, which i; Aſl 
neceſſary for them, what account will you have tv} pul 
give before God, if you do not labour, as you may, L 
to dry up the Sources of Blood, which in the Lan- ( ut 
guage of the Scripture are thoſe of all Crimes ? en 
The uſe of Blood was expreily forbidden among 6 
the Hebrews for Two chief Reaſons ; Firſt, to abolihf 118 
Idolatry ; And Secondly, to condemn Ciuelty. God In 
alone ought to be the Maſter of the Life of Men, and ml 
the Blood F Animals was retain'd in the Sacrifices 0. 
an Acknowlederment of the Sovereign Dominion of 3 
God, and to rede em the Life of ſinful Men by the eff. be 
ſion of the Blood of the Offerings: But in the Law of ur! 
the Goſpel) the Prophet 1ſarah foretold us, Tha 
Fights, Wars, and Slaughter, ſhould ceaſe, in the Pac $297 
the Church, and under the Empire of the Meſſu, 
who is the true pacitick Solomon; this Blood ought no nd 

to be ſpilt but for the Glory of God, and the Suppen M0), 
of the Throne, for increating the Crowns of Religion, 'G 4 
and that of the State, for the Promotion of Faith, and T 
for the Intereſts of our lawful Monarch; this Blecd „ 
which the Inſolence of the Dueliſts, and the Silence of 
the Judges, unworthily ſheds, requires another Ven 
geance, Which mutt give a Terror to thoſe who barg 
any 2 


£4), 
any Senſe of the Fear of God. The Voice of the Blood 
* which is ſpilt on the Earth carries its Cry even to 
Heaven, and more yet the Voice of the Blood of che 
Son of God, which cries far beyond that of Abel 3 as 
St. Gregory explains it. | 
If then the Spectacle of a dying God makes an Im- 
preſſion on our Hearts, and if the Image of his cruel 
2 Martyrdom is not blotted out of our Memorics ; let 
1 us for ever condemn Duels, having in horror theſe de- 


teſtable Practices, which cauſe a Precious Blood to be 
ſäacrificed to Devils, that ought to be manag d for the 
Service of a God, who through an Exceſs of Love not 
to be equall'd, was Prodigal of his own to extinguiſh 
"© our Crimes and Ingratitudes : And at the ſame time 


et us raiſe our Hands to Heaven, to draw down the 


"© Bleflings of God on this Illuitirous Nobility, which 
bas o Chriſtianly renounced thoſe falle Maxims, to 
imbrace with a perfect keligion thoſe of the Goſpel. 
" Aſſure youriclves, Gentlemen, that the laudable Re- 
'Þ; putation which you have acquir'd, worthy of the 
Qq ; 
# Greatneſs of your Courages, ſhall loſe nothing of its 
1 Lukre by a Writing ſo generous, as that you have 
ſign'd for renouncing ot Dzels. Your Honour is in 
che Hands of God, who will be a faithful Depoſitory, 
10 ſince you ate faithtu] to the Intereſts of his Glory, We 
W hope that our Great King, whoſe Admirable Qualities 
have from bis firſt Infancy tild all Men with Admi- 
1 ration, is now upon Conſecrating the firſt Years of his 
Majority, aud giving a new Luſtre to his Crown by 
0 the Efteem which he ſhall make your Vertues. We 
are aſſur d that God will bleſs his Arms and Councils, 
A. when he ſhall make ute of ſuch P=rſons as you in 
Eiving them honvurable Employs ; the Capacity of the 
con 2 Minitters of Kings is always great enough when Pro- 
ans bity is found iu them; the main Point in Councils, 
Fav and the Privy Cloſet, is Fidelity; and thoſe are al- 
36 ther faithful to their Princes, Who ate faithful to 
od. 
Yar his is the Approbation which we are oblig'd to 
90 of give to your Conduct: This is the Publick Teſtimony 
wa gol the Eſteem and Reſpect we have for the Judgment 


Bart Siven by the Marlhals of France, Theſe ate the Vows 
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- tioned Declaration and Proteſtation againti Duels, ha- 
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and Wiſhes which we ſhall continue to offer on th. 
Altars, to obtain an Immortal Glory for all thoſe who 
labour to turn afide the Scourges of God, which! 
threaten us, unleſs we powerfully labour to aboliſh | 


Crimes, and to hinder Duels. 
Paris the 29th of Auguſt, 165 1. 


J. F. Archbiſhop of Paris. J. F. P. Coadjutor þ © 


of Paris. H. de Savoys, Archbiſhop Duke of 
Rheins. F. Biſhop of Amiens, &c, 


The Opinion of the Doctors of 2 of the 


Faculty of Paris on the ſame Subject. 


T H E Doctors Subſign'd are of Opinion, That all | 


thoſe who have Recourſe to the Sacrament of 


| Penance, and are not in reſpect of Dwxels, in the Di(- 


polition expreſt in the Publick Declaration and Prote- 
ſtation which many Gentlemen have made, of never 


Fighting a Duel on any Cauſe whatſoever, are incapa- ©, 
ble of the Benefit of Abſolution, and of all the Sacra 


ments of the Church ; and as for thoſe who upon 


Fighting a Duel, die on the Spot, tho* the Church z 
through a very Charitable Indulgence, permits them 


to be abſolv'd of the Excommunication, and Sins p 


which they have incurr d, when they are fincerely and 
truly Penitent ; nevertheleſs it deprives them of 
Church Burial, and declares them Infamous and Ex-! 


communicate, and re its Eternal Curſe on all thoſe 
who concur with them, or who give Counſel to re- 


ceive Challenges, and even on thoſe who are Specta- 


tors of Dxe/s, Reſolv'd on at Paris the 1oth of An 

guſt, 1651. 

7. Meſſier, C. Henriot, J. Pereyret. 
7. Charton, &c. 


The Gentlemen who had Sublign'd to the fore- men- 


ving given in their Thoughts as above directed con- 
cerning Satisfactions, the Marſhals of France proceed 


ed to an Ordinance concerning the Reparations 7 Ot- 
ences 


89920 


ſences betwixt Gentlemen, for the Execution of the 
Edict againſt Ducls. Their Oidinance is as follows. 
FP'oralmuch as it has been injoin'd us by an expreſs 
Order from the King, and particularly by the De- 
claration ot his Majeſty againſt Peel, Read, Publiſh'd, 
and Regiſtred in the Parliament of Faris the 29th of 
wly laſt paſt, to meet together forthwith for preparing @ 
A the moſt cxalt and clear that might be, cuncerning 
the divers Satisfatiions and Keparations of Honour, which 
we ſhall judge ought to be Ordain' d, according to the {eve- 
ral Degrees of Offences ; and after ſuch a manner, that the 
Puniſhment againſt the Aggreſſor, and the SatisfaGiions to 
the Party offended, be ſo great and ſo proportion'd to the 
Injury receiv d, that no Compla int or new Ouarrel can break 
forth afreſh ; the ſaid Rule being to be inviolably follow'd 
and obſeru'd for the time to come by all thoſe who ſhall 


be employ'd in the Accommodations of the Differences which 
ſhall concern Point of Honour, and the Reputation of Gen- 


temen We after having ſcen and examin'd the Pro- 


poſitions of many Gentlemen of Quality of this King- 


dom, who have had divers Conferences together on 


this Subje&, conſequentially to the Order which was 
given them by us on the Firit of July, 1651, and who 

reſented us in our Meeting the {aid Propotitions put 
in Writing, and Sign'd by their Hands, have after a 


mature Deliberation concluded and reſolv'd of the 
following Articles. 


I. That in all the Occaſions and Subjects which may 


= cauſe Quarrels and Reſentments, no Gemleman ought 
to eſteem contrary to Honour whatſoever may give a 


ſtanding. 


full and ſincere Explanation of the Truth. 

II. That among Gentlemen many having already 
proteſted Solemnly, and in Writing, to refule all Sorts 
of Challenges, and not to Fight a Duel on any Cauſe 
whatſoever : Thete are by ſo much the more oblig'd 


to give thoſe clear Explanations, that without it they 


will formally act contrary to wnat they have written, 


| and ſhall conſequently be more wortl.y Reprehenſion 
and Chaſtiſement in the Accommodations of the Quar- 
rels which ſhall happen for want of a clear Under- 


E III. That 
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III. That if a Perſon pretending to be offended has | 


ſo little Reaſon, as not to reſi ſatisfy'd with a clear Un- 
derſlanding, which has been ſincerely given him, and 


that he will oblige the Perſon by whom he conceives 


himſelf to have been offended, to Fight him; he that 


has renuunc'd Duels may anſwer him after this or the 4 


lib. :nanner : That he much wonders, that knowing the 


lajt Edits of the King, and particularly the Declaration > 


of many Gentlemen, in which be bas publicly ingag d 
imſelf not to Fight, he will not content himſelf with the 


clear underſtanding that he gives him; and that he does 6 
net conſider that he neither can, nor ought, to appoint or re. 


ceive any Place for Fighting, nor even to ſigniſie to him the 
Places where he might have a Rencounter, 3 
change nothing in his uſual way of Living. And general. 
ly all other Gentlemen may anſwer, That if they are 
et upon they ſhall defend themſelves, but that they do not 
think their Honour obliges them to go and Fight in cold 
Blood, and ſo formally contravene to the Edids of bis Ma- 
jeſty. to the Laws of Religion, and to their Conſcience, 

IV. When there has been ſome Difference betwixt 
Gentlemen, whereof the one Party has Promis'd and 
Sign'd not to Fight, and the others not, theſe laſt 
ſhall be alway reputed Aggreſſors, unleſs the contrary 
appears by very plain Proofs. 

v. And becauſe the Ways of Fact might eaſily be 
prevented, if we, the Governours or the Lieutenants. 
General of the Provinces were not carefully advertiz'd 
of all the Cauſes and Beginnings of Quarrels, we have 
conſulted and reſolv'd, conformably to the Power 
given us by the laſt Edict of his Majeſty, Regiſtred in 
the Parliament, the Ring there preſent, the 7th of 
September, 1651, to nominate and appoint alway in each 
Bailywick and Seneſchalty of this Kingdom, one or 
more Gentlemen of Quality, Age and Abllity. requiſite 
for taking Informations of the Differences of Gentle- 
men, and to ſend them to us, or to the Governours 
and Lieutenants-General of the Provinces, when they 
(hall be there Refident ; and to be generally done by 


the ſaid Gentlemen deputed, what is preſcribed by the 


ſecond Article of the ſald Edict. 


And 


ut that be ſhall | ; 
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fecuted as 
that thoſe who ſhall have Knowledge of Suits in Law, 


( 1T ) 


And we order, conformably to the fame Edict, 


all our Provoſts, Vice-Bailiffs, Vice-Seneſchals, Lieu- 
tenants-Criminal of the Short Robe, and other Otti- 
7 cers of the Marſhalſeas, to obcy readily and faith- 
fully the ſaid Gentlemen deputed, for the Execution 
of their Orders, | 
* VI. And to the End we may yet more carefully 
be Advertiz'd of the Differences of Gentlemen, we 
declare according to the Third Article of the {ame E- 
dict, That all Perſons who ſhall happen to be, tho? 
by Chance, at the Places where Offences ſhall be 
given, be it A an Iujurious Report, Diſcourſes, or 
; Word Y 
x the Lie; by offering Threats; a Box on the Ear; a 


s; be it by a failure of Promiſe; be it by giving 


Stroke with a Cudgel; or other Violations of Honour; 


| of what Nature ſoeyer they are; ſhall for the future 


be oblig d to give us Notice of them, or to the Go- 
vernours or Lieutenants-General of the Provinces, or 
to the Gentlemen deputed, under Pain of being re- 
puted 2 in the ſaid Offences, and to be Pro- 

aving tacitly contributed to them; and 


which ſhall be upon the Point of being begun betwixt 


Gentlemen for any Important Cencern, ſhall alto be 


oblig'd, according to the ſame Third Article of the 
(aid Edict, to give us Notice of it, or to the Governors, 
or Lieutenants-General of the Provinces, or to the 


Gentlemen deputed in the Baily wicks, to the End 
that a Means may be usd to hinder the Parties from 


paſſing the Ways of ordinary Juſtice, to come to 


f thoſe of Fact, and to do themſelves Reaſon. 


VII. And becauſe in all Offences that may be re- 


ceiv'd it is Neceſſary to Eftablilh ſome General Rules 


for Satisfactions, which will ſufficiently repair Ho- 
nour as ſoon as they ſhall be receiv'd and practis'd, 


ſince it is but too manifeſt, that its Opinion which 
has Eſtabliſht for the greateſt Part the Maxims of 


Point of Honour; and confidering that in Offences 
we muft mind in the firſt Place, whether they have 
been given without Cauſe, and if they have not been 
repell'd by ſome Repartees or Revenges of a more 
Outrageous Nature ; * declare, that in thoſe __—_ 
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have been ſo ofter'd, without Cauſe, and which have 
not been return'd, if they conſiſt in injurious Words, 
as of Sot, Coward, Traitor, and the like, it may be or- 
dain'd for Puniſhment, that the Offender ſhall be Im- 
priſoned for a Month, the Time being not to be di- 
miniſh'd, through the Intereſt or Requeſt of any on- 
whatſoever, nor even through the Indulgence of the 
Perſon offended: And that after he ſhall come forth of 
Priſon, he ſhall declare to the Perſon offended, That 
unmeetly and impertinently be has Offended him by Abuſri': 


for it. 

VIII. For giving the Lie, or uſing Threats of a Box 
on the Ear, or of à Stroke with a Stick, there may be 
ordain'd Two Months Impriſonment, the Time not 
to be diminiſhed, as before; and after the Offender is 
come forth of Priſon, he ſhall ask Pardon of the Offen- 
ded, with Words more yet ſatisfactory than the fore- 
mention'd, and which ſhall be particularly ſpecified by 
the Judges of Point of Honour. 

IX. For actual Oftences of a Box on the Ear. and 
the like, it ſhall be ordain'd for Puniſhment, that the 
Offender ſhall be Imoriſon'd for Six Months, the Time 
not to be diminiſh'd.as before; unleſs theOffender ſhall 
delire that half the Time for his Impriſonment be ex- 
chang'd into 4 Fine, which ſhall not be leſs than 1800 
Livres, to be given to the neareſt Hoſpital to the Place 
of Abode of the Offended, and which ſhall be paid 
before the ſaid Offender comes forth of Priſon. And 
even after he he be come forth he ſhall ſubmit him- 
{elf allo to receive from the Hand of the Offended the 
like Strokes to thoſe which he gave, and ſhall declare 
in Words and Writing, That he has brutiſlily ſtruck 
125 and begs him to Pardon and Forgive this Of- 

ence, 

X. For Strokes with a Cudgel, or the like Abuſes. 
the Offender hall be Impriſon'd a whole Year ; and 
the Time not to be moderated. unleſs it be for Six 
Months, by paying 3000 Livres Fine, payable and to 
be applicd as above. And after he is come forth of 
Priſon he ſhall ask Pardon of the Offended kneeling 
on the Ground; ſhall ſubmit himſelf in this State to 

f receive 
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receive the like Strokes; ſhall moſt humbly thank him 
if he does not give him them, as he might do. And 
ſhall farther declare by Word and Writing, That he 
has brutiſhly offended him; that he begs of him to 
forget it; and that if he were in his Place he would 
be content with the ſame Satisfactions. And in all 
the Offences of Strokes with the Hand, or a Stick, or 
the like, beſide the foreſaid Puniſhments and Satisfa- 
ctions, the Offended may be oblig'd to chaſtiſe the 
Offender with the like Strokes he has received, even 
tho he ſhould have the Generofity of not being inclin'd 
to do it; and this only In caſe the Offence be judg'd 
ſo Barbarous by the Circumſtances, that it deſerves that 
the Offended be reduc'd to this Neceſſity. 

Xl. And at the time the Reconciliations are made 
in all the foreſaid Caſes, the Judges of Point of Ho- 
nour may order what number they pleaſe of the 
Friends of the Offtended, to ſce the Satisfactions which 


| . ſhall be ordain'd, and render them more Notorious. 


XII. For any Offences or Violations of Honour 
which ſhall be offer 'd a Gentleman on the account of 
ſome Civil Intereſt, or of ſome Action which ſhall al- 
ready be begun before the ordinary Judges, we cannot 
in Offences ſo hapning be teo ſevere in the Satisfacti- 
ons. And thoſe who ſhall regulate the like Differences, 
beſides the Puniſhments ſpecified above in each kind 
of Offence, may farther order Baniſhment for what 
time they think fit from the Places where the Offen- 
der makes his ordinary Reſidence. And when it ſhall 
be manifeſt by notoriouſneſs of the Fact, or other 
Proofs, that a Gentleman has poſſeſt himſelf of any 
Thing by the Ways of Fact or by Surprize, no Agree- 
ment can be made, even concerning Point of Honour, 
till the Thing in Conteſt has been firſt put in the State 
it was before the Violence, or the Surprize. 

XIII. And becauſe beſide the abovemention'd Cauſes 
of Differences, Promiſes that are pretended to have 
been made and violated, produce infinite others: We 
declare, That a Gentleman who has gotten a Promiſe 
from another, concerning any Thing whatſoever, can- 
not build thereon any Thing for the future, nor com- 
plain that it has been violated, unleſs it has been gi- 

Ven 
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ven him in Writing, or in the Preſence of one or more 
Gentlemen. And thus all Gentlemen hal} be oblig d 
for the future to take this Precaution, not only for 
obeying our Orders, but likewiſe for the Intereſt each 
Man has to conſerve the Friendſhip of him who has 
given him his Word, and of not being declar'd Ag- 
greſſor, as he ſhall be henceforward in all the Quar- 
rels which ſhall happen after a Promiſe without Wri- 
ting or Witneſſes, and which he ſhall pretend has not 
been kept. 

XIV If a Promiſe given in Writing, or before o- 
ther Gentlemen, be found violated. the Perlon inte- 
refied ſhall be obliged to ask Juſtice of us, of the Go- 
vemours or Lieutenants-Geueral of the Provinces,or of 
the Gentlemen deputed ; in default of which he ſhall 
be reputed Aggreffor in all the Quarrels which may 
happen conſequentially to the ſaid Promiſe violated ; 
as alſo all the Witneſſes of the ſaid Promiſe violated, 
who have not given notice of it, ſhall be reſponſible 
for all the Diſorders which may thence happen. And 
as to what regards the faid Failings of a Man's Word, 


the Reparations and Satisfactions ſhall be ordered ac- 


cording to the Importance of the Matter. 

XV. If by the relation of Perſons preſent, or by o- 
ther Proofs, it appears that an Injury has been done 
with a premeditated Defign, in a frolick Humour, and 
with an Advantage, we declare, That according to 
the Laws of Honour the Offended may — the 
Aggreſſor and his Complices before the ordinary Judges, 
as if he had been Aſſaſſinated; and this Proceeding 
ought not to ſeem ſtrange, becauſe he that offends a- 
nother on an Advantage, renders himſelf by this Action 
unworthy to be treated as a Gentleman : Provided 
nevertheleſs that thePerſon offended had not rather refer 
himſelf to our Judgment, or to that of other Judges of 
Point of Honour for his Satisfaction, and for the Cha- 
ſtiſement of the Aggreſſor; which ought to be much 
greater than all the preceding, that regard only thoſe 


Offences which are offered in Quarrels that happen by 
Chance. 


XVI. In 
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XVI. In cafe a Gentleman refuſes, or deferrs with- 
out any lawful Cauſe, to obey our Orders, or thoſe of 
the other Judges of Point of Honour, as to render him- 
ſelf before us or them, when he has been ſummon d 
by an Act ſignified to him, or at his Houſe, and alſo 
when he has not undergone the Pains ordain'd againſt 
him, he ſhall alway be confirain'd to it, after a certain 
Time preſcrib'd him, by being kept under Guard in 
his Houſe or [mpriſon'd, conformably to the Eighth 
Article of the ſaid Edict, which ſhall be carefully æxc- 
cuted by our Provoſts, Vice-Bailiffs, Vice-Seneſchals, 
Lieutenants-Criminal of the Short Robe, and other 
Lieutenants and Sergeants of the Marſhalſeas, under 
Pain of Suſpenſion of their Places, and Privation of 
their Salary ; and the (aid Execution ſhall be perform'a 
at the Coſi and Charges of the Party diſobedient and 
refractory. : 

XVII. And according to the ſame Eighth Article of 
the ſaid Edict, if our Provolts, Vice-Balliffs, Vice- Se- 
neſchals, Lieutenants- Criminal of the Short Robe, and 
other Officers of the Marſhalſeas, cannot execute the 
aid Impriſonments, they ſhall ſeize all the Revenues 
of the {aid diſobedient Perſons, ſhall give Notice of 
the ſaid Seizures to the Solicitors-General, or to their 
Subſtitutes, according to the laſt Declaration againſt 
Duels, Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris the 29th of 
July laſt; the ſaid Revenues to be apply'd, and to 


continue all the time of the Diſobedience acquir'd, to 


the Hoſpital of the Town where the Parliament ſhall 
be, under the Juriſdiction of which the Eſtates of the 
diſobedient Perſons are, conjointly with the Hoſpital 


' of the Royal Seat of Juriſdiction whence they alſo de- 


pend ; to the End that interaiding each other in the 
Proſecution, the one may furniſh the Information and 
Proof, and the other the Juſtice and Authority. And 
in caſe there are precedent Debts, which hinder the 


| receipt of the Rc venue confiſcated to the Profit of the 


ſaid Hoſpitals, the Sum to which the ſaid Revenue 


might amount, ſhall become a Mortgag'd Debt on all 


the Eſtate moveable and immoveable of the Diſobedi- 


ent, to be paid and diſcharg'd in its Order, according 
to the ſame Eighth Article of the ſaid Edict. 


XVIII. Ik 


( 16) 
XVIII. If thoſe to whom we and the other Judges 
of Point of Honour have given Guards, ſhall make 
their Eſcape, the Reconciliation ſhall not be made till 
they have kept Priſon during the Time ordain'd. 
XIX. And generally in all the other Differences of 
Offences, which have not been ſpecified here above, 
and whereof the variety is infinite; as if they have 
been made with Cauſe, and if they have been 
repelPd with more heinous Repartees : Or if by 
outrageous Words the Perſon offending has drawn on 
himſelf the Lie, or ſome ſtroke with the Hand; and 
in a word, in all other Occafions of Injuries inſenſibly 
aggravated; we remit it to the Judges of Point of Ho- 
nour to ordain ſuch Puniſhments and Satisfactions as 
the Caſe and Circumſtances ſhall require ; exhorting 
them to have alway a particular Conſideration to him 
who has been the Aggreſſor and the firſt Cauſe of the 
Offence ; and to ſend before us all thoſe who are deſi- 
rous to repreſent to us their Reaſons conformably to 
the ſecond Article of the firſt Edict of his Majeſty, Re- 
es, as is ſaid, in the Parliament the 7th of Septem- 
r, 1651. Paris the 22d of Aug uſt 1653. Sign'd D' 
Eſtree, De Grammont, La Motte, L' Hopital, Pleſſes 
Preſlin, Villeroy, De Grancey, D*Alhert, De Clerembault ; 
And beneath | 
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A Remonſtrance of the Clergy of France made 
to the King, the Queen his Mother being 
preſent, the 31/t. of Auguſt 1653, concer;- 
ing 4 new Edict againſt Due!s. 
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By the Reverend Father in God Meffire 
George Daubuſſon, Arch « Biſhop, and 
Prince of Ambrun. 


( Accompanied with the Lord Cardinal Mazarin, and ihe 
Lords, Arch- Biſhops and Biſhops, who were then at 
Paris. 


SIR, 


F all the Titles which belong to your Majeſty 
through the Right of your Anceſtors, and the 
Soleador of your Vertues, I find none more II- 


juſtrious nor more Glorious than that of the Sword of 


the Chriſtian World, which was given St. Louis by an 
Emperor of the Zartars ; becauſe this Elogy, by ſome 
relation to the Quality of Lord of Hoſts which the Ho- 

ly Scripture has given to God, declares your Myjct} 
not only the Protector of the Church, but evil 
Sovereign Umpire ot Combats. Marcellus was the 
firſt to whom was given the formidable Name of the 
Sword of the World, becauſe he was an invincible De- 
feader of the Liberty of the Romans ; but with whom 
may it more juſtly agr*2 than with a moft Chriſtian 
King, whe from his moſt tender Infancy bas quencht 
the Fire of Civil Wars, and who fuce his Majority 
counts fewer Years than Victories againſt the Anctent 
Enemies of this Crown 2 So the Zzal to Religion, and 
the Inſtinct of a natural Valour, have ib ſpn'd your ha- 
jelty with the Chriſtian and Generous Reſolution of 
rnewing your Solemn Edicts againſt Fatal Combats, 
where the nobleft Portion of your Subjects, abandon- 
ing, through a Fatal Blindneſs, the Salvation of thelr 
D Souls, 


(18) 

Souls, ſhew the Marks of their Weakneſs, when they 
think to ſignalize the Grandure of their Cour age. 2 
Str, We thought that the Care of the Salvation of 
Souls, wherein our Duty engages us, oblig'd our Or- 
der to give molt humble Thanks to your Majeſty for a 
Law ſo Holy, tho' indeed we could have wiſht that the 
Articles of the Edict, which concern Burials and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſures, had been coucht in Terms which 
had not offended the Eccleſiaſtical Authority: And as 
we carry the Word of the Church, which declares al- 
way the Word of God, we have thought it at the 
ſame time our indiſpenſable Duty to join to our 
Thankſgivings ſome Important Inſtructions for the 
Succeſs of the Religious Intentions of your Maje- | 


v. 

The Romans who eftabliſht their Empire by the 
violence of Arms, on the Ruins of the moſt Power- 
ful Monarchies, were ſo ſtrongly poſſeſt with the bru- 
tal Fury of Duels, that accord ing to the relation of one 
of their moſt Famous Hiftorians, in the beginning of 

| their State they own'd no other Judge, even for ſha- 
ring their Eſtates, than he Chance of Combats : 80 
that the wiſeſt among them propos'd inſenſibly Laws 
to the People, to the end, that without ſpilling 
Blood Actions might be determin'd by the fole Ways 
of Juſtice; we may fay, that tliis furious Spirit had 
paſt to the French till the Age of St. Louis, who con- 
demn'd the detetiable Abuſe which was introduc'd, of Þ all « 
permitting, on certain Occaſions, ſet Combats. And Þ as t 
our Kings, animated by fo powerful an Example, have Ane 
taken Care from time to time to cauſe new Edicts to Dil 
be Publiſht againſt this wicked Attempt : But, alas! nage 
the multitude of Remedies have exaſperated the Di- you 
temper inſtead of appealing it; the Laws have been Ang 
violated with Iniquity, and che Prohibitions have Þ by! 
ſerv'd but to add Inſolence to the Crime. decl 

Sir, Certainly there was never ſo dangerous an In- Gui 
juſtice, nor ſo — an Overthrow of good Maxims, | Edi 
as when the French, through a phantaſtical Conceit, I the 
and a falſe Idea they conceiv'd of Vertue, join'd Glory | the! 
to the Fury of Dzels ; This Barbarous Action * an 

on- 
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Condemn'd by the whole Church: The Council of 
Trent ſtrikes with Anathema thoſe that are guilty of 
them; it ſeparates them from the Society of the Faith- 
ful, to ſhew us that God has already cut them off in 


= Heaven from theCompany of the Blefſed;and to extend 
their Penalty after Death, it deprives them of Church 


Burial. Your Majeſty in your Throne of Juſtice, where 


you Soveraignly decide the true Point of Honour, pu- 


niſhes with the lafl Puniſhment theſe infamons Gladia- 
tors; true Reaſon condeinns them alſo of Wezknels, 
In reality, whoever is not able to wait the Reparation 
of an Injury by Publick Authority, ſhews his Impo- 
tency in retiſting the more ſevere Aſſaults of Fortune; 


for being reduc'd to the Extremity either of Support- 


ing contiantly an Offence, or to hazard his Life to Re- 
venge it, he Cowardly chuſes a leſs Ill to avoid a 


greater, that is to ſay, the Danger of Death, to tree him- 


{clf from an imaginary Infamy which appears to him 


” Inſupportablc. 


Neverthelets I am forc'd to ſay with an extream 


© Gricf, that ail Reaſonings make no Impreflion on the 
Mind in this Occation ; that the Rigour of the Edicts 
# is contemptible; and that even the Fulminations of the 


Church become of no Force tor breaking the hardneſs 
of Mens Hearts, while there is room for imagining 


that your Majeſty gives ſome part of your Eſteem to 
theſe Sanguinary Men : So true it is that the French 


Nobility, who are jealous of their Reputation above 


all the Nations of the Earth, look on your Majeſty 
as the only Umpire, and the Sole Diſpoſer of Glory. 
And therefore, Sir, if your Majcity will reform a 
> Diſorder which weakens your State, it you will ma- 


nage the Blood of the Nobleſt of your Subjects for 
your Service in your Armies, if you will divert the 


Anger of God, from whom the Voice of Blood ſpilt 
by Murther continually calls for Vengeance, you mutt 


declare your Sentiments by Marks of Infamy on the 


Guilty; your private Diſcourſes mult accord with your 
Edicts; you mutt ſpeak in your Privy Cloſet as on 
| the Tribunals of Juſtice ; and that being perſuaded 
| there is Cowardice in Duels, it may imprint ſo juſt 
m Opinion in the Spirits of your Nobility, 
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Solid Honour is infeparably join'd to Duty; it's x; 
a Ray which neceſſarily derives it ſelf from the Light: 
it's a Flower which cannot be gathered but from th. 
Stalk of Vertue : And as Kings give Proofs of thei; 
Courage, when according to your Majeſties Example 
they expaſe their Lives in the Head of their Armies to; 
the Good of their State; ſo Subjects give a Teſtimo- 
ny ct their Valour when they expoſe their Lives far 
the Seryice of their Kings. The moſt Famous Dveliti; 
have never been our moſt IHuſtrious Captains; and 
thoſe who have beſt ſuccteded in theſe \unjuſt Com- 
bats, are nor the Mon who have defeated our Enemies 
in Battles; Anger or Fury have much a greater Part in 
thoſe brutal Actions than twuc Valour. It is Pafhor 
which counſels them, it's Chance or Skill which bt ing; 
them off, it's Cu om lich approves them, and final. 
ly. it's tlie Demon of the Age which crowns them. 
add, Thai your Mzjctty is very greatly intereſted in 
ſo Noble a Sentiment; for if Honour were included 
in Duel, it would follow that your Majeſty, who 
diſputes already in your hrft Exploits the Prize of Mi. 
litary Vertus wich the greateſt Captains, would find 
your ſelf depriv'd of an Occaſion of Glcry, as not be- 
ing to enter this Liſt of fingle Cornbats ; much more 
through the Default of an Adverſary of your Strength. 
than by the Rank of your Birth, fince our Age pro. 
duces not Alexanaers nor Ceſurs to enter the Field 
with you. 

I call here before the Throne of your Majeſty. tht 
Illuſtrious Budy of Gentlemen. of the greateſt Houſ-: 
of the Kingdom, who after having given tignal Proof: 
of their Courage on divers Occaſions for your Service. 
have generouſly r:nounc'd by a Solemn Writing the!“ 
luſion of the Evil Spirit, to keep the Obligations 
their Baptiſm : Shall it be ſaid that they wax Pale 21 
the firſt Aſpect of Death? They look it in the Face dai 
ly very ncar, under a more horrible Aſpect, in the 
midti of Armies. Shall it be ſaid that they dread th: 
Efforts of their Eneinies ? They are not capable of 
Fear, according to the Maxims of the Goſpel, but 
for your Anger, and that of God, who can deliver 
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Body and Soul to eternal Puniſhments. Shall jt be 
{aid that they are touch'd with a Paſſion of leſs Zeal 
for your Scrvice 2 On the contrary, their Fidelity is 
ſupported on a Foundation not to be ſhaken, ſince they 
are tied to their Duty toward your Majetty by the 


ſame Principle which unites them with God. 


I ſhould prevaricate in this Cauſe it 1 did not moſt 
humbly ſupply your Majcſty to make a ſerious Re- 
flection on the Miracle which God began to operate in 
your Reign by the holy Couſpiracy of theſe Chrittian 
Heroes; but I ſhould be much more guilty to retain 
Truth a Caprive in Injultice, if I ſhould difſemble to 
you that all the Gifts of God turn alway to our Salva- 
tion, or to our Ruin. Sir, Permit me to ſay, with the 
Liberty which my Function giyes me, that your Ma- 
jeſty cannot receive with Indifference the Means which 
God preſents you for ſtopping the Rage of Duels ; for 
as the Chief Cauſe of this Blindneſs depends on the 
Eſteem of the Nobility, who have no more certain 
Rule in their Actions, than the Precious Judgment of 
your Majelly ; it follows, that as you may quell this 
cruel Diſorder by the Marks of your Contempt and 
Averhon, you may allo foment it by the contrary Sen- 
timents ; and thus by a Misfortune which we will be- 
lieve impoſſible, you would become in tome ſort a 
Complice of the Crime of particular Men. | 

Sir, We do not beg of your Majeſiy to apply vio- 
lent Remedies, to impoſe new Punithments, to render 
Houſes deſolate, or to cut off Heads, (though all theſe 
Chaſtiſements are much beneath that Fury ;) we bear 
in Mind the Mildneſs of Feſus Chriſt, who obliges us, 
by his Example, to ſcek the Salvation of Sinners by 
the Principle of Charity, and never by that of Ven- 
geance. The Church is a Good Mother, which la- 
bours for the Converſion of her Children, and ſhe ne- 
ver ſolicits their Loſs; ſhe asks only of your Majeſty 
by my Mouth, that you cut off the Eſſential Cauſe of 
the Evil; that you deſtroy a Contagious Opinion 
which Poiſons Spirits ; that you highly diſcredit Du- 
els; that you load them with Infamy ; that you ba- 
niſh from your Preſence the Guilty ; that you deprive 
them of your Favours; that you keep the ſame Lan- 
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guage in your Diſcourſes as in your Edicts; and tha® 
hnally you declare on all Occaſions, that as a Duel i* 
an Action full of Rage, which has not the Character 
of true Valour, ſo it does not Merit but the Effects of 
your Indignation. 

Sir, We cannot doubt but your Majeſty will Em- 
ploy your Authority and moſt urgent Cares for Re- 
preſſing this Unbridled Liberty, and for ag rages | 
the Proſperity of this State, while we fee the Beſt an 
Greateſt Queen of the World ſeated near your Majeſty 
in your Counſels: It is fhe who has guided the Veſſel 
of the State in the midſt of the Tempett, fortified by 
the wiſe Councels of this Great Miniſter, whoſe Spirit 
has alway pre ſided o'r our Affairs, and who in all 
our Agitations has thought much lets on his own An- 
gers, than on thoſe of the Publick Fortune. It is ſhe who 
has merited the Honours which the Komans render'd 
formerly to thoſe who had preſerv'd the Empire, ſince 
that in deplorable Times, the Imagination of which 
firikes a Terrour, ſhe has maintain'd the Crown on 


the Head of vour Majeſty. Finally, It is ſhe whom 


God has given you as the moſt Precious Pledge of his 
Love, his Protection bein? not to be ſhewn more vi- 
fibly chan by preſerving to you a Mother full of Ten- 
derneſs for your Perſon, of 7-41 for your State. and of 
Experience for your Affairs. Sr, Some of the Kings of 
Fudab undertook the Deſtruction of Idols; but through 
Humane Conſiderations they in ſome ſort tolerated the 
Worſhip. Whence it is that the Holy Scripture, which 
praiſes Jas as a Religious Prince, preſently fades his 
Elogy by this Bloody Reproach: And neverthelefs ſays 
it, he fell into the Error of his Predeceſſors; for he 
did not ſubvert the Altars which were rais'd on the 
Height of Mountains. Ah! Sz, ſuffer not a Spot like 
that of the Kings of Judah to darken the Splendor 
of your Name; bteak all to pieces the Idol of falſe 
Honour, to which an infinite Number of Souls have 
been Sacrificed in the Ages paſt; compleat the Enter- 
prize which your Predeceſſors have only dar'd to be- 
gin, and which they left imperfe&, happily through 
the troubleſome Conjunctures of their Reigns; it 
leems alſo that God has refery'd the Glory to * 
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Majeſty, by the Advantages which he has rais'd for its 
Accompliſhment. Give Protection to this Generous 
Nobility, who offer their Aſſiſtance for the Execution 
of ſo Chriſtian a Deſign. Confirm the Authority of 
your Laws by the ReſpeQful Subſcription of all the 
Great Perſons of your Kingdom, of all the Officers of 
your Houſe, and of all thoſe generally who have the 
Honour of approaching your Auguſt Perſon. Declare 
Solemnly, 1 as a King, and as a Brave, concerning 
the Point of true Honour; and finally, for an Accom- 
pliſhment of a Reputation as Clear as Great, put a 
Stop to this Criminal Proof of an Artificial Courage. 
We aſſure alſo your Majeſty, as the Depoſitories of the 
Divine Promiſes, that God by his more particular Fa- 
vours will add to the Crown which ſhines on your 


Head a new Glory, which is wiſht to your Majeſty 
with the moſt Ardent Vows of 


Your moft Humble, moſt Obedient, and moſt 
Faithful Subjects and Servants. 


A Circulatory Letter of the Gentlemen Gover- 
nours of the Hoſpital of Paris, to the Go- 
vernours of the other Hoſpitals of France. 


Gkntlemen, it is now a long time ſince Duels have 
moleſted France, and that each Man has wiſkt a 
Remedy Powerful enough to put a Stop to this Diſ- 
order ſo common at preſent : There is not need of 
many Reaſons for conceiving a Horror againſt them; 
tho* we had not the Zeal of Chriſtianity, it would be 
enough for us to have ſome Sentiments of Humanity, 
and not to be abſolute Barbarians ; to uſe all our Ef- 
forts, that Perſons who are well in Health ſhould no 
longer cut their own Throats; and that thoſe who 
have no Quarrel, {hould no longer Sacrifice themſelves 
to pay the Office of a Friend in the Quality of Se- 
conds. It's only in France that Men revenge themſelves 
by the way of Duel; all the other Nations of the 
World, either the moſt Generous, the molt Politick, 


Or 
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or the moſt Brutiſt, abſolutely condemn this Action; 
which is a Mania of the French. If a Perſon has re- 
ceived an Injury, ny {hall he farther proſtitute his 
Life in order to a Satisfaction? Does not the Perſon 
offended Fight with Arms equal with the Offender ? 
And does he not put himſelf in danger of being 
Wounded or Kill'd, or to Beg his Lite? Is it not to 
expoſe a Man's ſelt to a greater Injury, inſtead of re- 
pairing the firſt 2 We have ſeen within this Age 
Edicts, Declarations, and Decrees, againſt Duels ; they 
have been pur in the Number of the Crimes of High 
Treaſon : they have been judg'd fo Horrid and De- 
teſtable, that the Death of the Dueliſts does not ex- 
empt them from Penalties, nor from Shame: To 
Condemn them after a more Remarkable Manner 
Two Edicts have been Publiſht on Two Glorious 
Days ; the one, at the coming of the late King 
of Happy Memory to the Crown, Anno 1610; 
and the other at the Majority of our preſent King 
happily Reigning, Anno 1651. All the Prohibi- 
tions and Penalties have been hitherto to no 
Purpoſe; and it ſcems that fince the Prohibi- 
tions have been moſt expreſs, and the Penalties 
moſt ſevere, Duels are become more frequent, aud 
the Way of Fighting more Cruel; we have under- 
ſtood that fince ſome Time there have been ſome 
which could not proceed but from Fury and Deſpair. 
The King by his laſt Declaration has put in Practice 
all the Precautions poſſible for ſtopping this impetu- 
ous Torrent of Duels; and becauſe it is true that 
many Perſons cannot come to a Reſolution of Proſecu- 
ting by the Way of Juſtice the Reparation of an In- 
jury, and that it is not reaſonable that Injuries ſhould 
emain Unpuniſht, Expedlents have been provided 
for fatistying each Man by Ways which conſiſt with 
Honour, without Penalty and Danger. The Mar- 
ſhals of France, or the Lords who ſhall be deputed 
in the Provinces, ſhall give Order to have Juſtice done, 
and that it ſhall be Punctual, without a Man's bein 

oblig'd to any Formality. This Way is Good an 

Innocent, whereas that which a Man takes of him- 


{elf is Hurtful and Criminal; fince there are good 
Ways 
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Ways for revenging Injuries, thoſe who will Revenge 
themſelves are by ſo much the leſs Excuſeable: It is 
nevercheleſs difficult to (top this Impetuolity of the 
Paſſion of Ducls, which is Unfortunately in Uſe a- 
mong the French; wherefore there is need of ſome- 
thing above all the other Remedics. Ihe King cf his 
own Inclinztion, as well as by his Edicts, the Lords 
Spiritual in their General Afſzmbly, the Lords Mar- 
ſhals of France by Pa ticular Articles, and a great 
many Lords and Gentlemen by their Submiſſions, 
and by their Writings under their Hands, concur to 
one and the ſame End, of no longer ſparing any thing 
for hindring Duels; the Magiſtrates alſo contribute 
their Zeal, and uſe with Severity the Power of their 
Juſtice againſt the Guilty. It may potlibly be thought 
ſtrange that the Governours of the Hotpicals thould 
take Part, and ſhould concern themiclves in this Oc- 
caſion, ſince the Cognizance of Ducls is very remote 
from their Functions: It may be ſaid, that it Ducls 
trouble them becauſe they oftend Religion and Cha- 
rity, they may deteli and bewail them, but they can 
do no more; that they ought not to take Cognizance 
of them, that they ought not even to acculc nor in- 
form of the Crimes: Our Intention is not to meddle 
with any Thing above our Function: In Truth we 
had had Recourſe but to Sighs and Tears, in Refe- 
rence to Duels, unleſs Two Things engag'd us to In- 
tereſt our ſelves in them; the one becauſe the Poor 
have the Third Part of the Goods contiſcated on this 
Occaſion, and that we cannot in Conſcicnce neglect 
their Intere!t : this Reaſon alone would not invite 
us, but after the Conhications judg'd, and not before: 
but the other is, that by taking at preſent an exact 
Cognizance ot Duels, it is not to much an Enterprize 
in us as an Act of Obedience we obey the King's In- 
tentions, and the Orders of the Powers of the Kings 
dom. This Service is requiz'd of us for the Publick, 
we are oblig'd to pay it tro 2void fo great an Evil as 
Duels ; what we have Relolv'd, and have begun to 
Execute, is 2pprov'd ; it is jadg'd that an entire Cor- 
reſpondence betwixt all the Governours of all the 
Hoſpitals of #ranc? hath a great Effect; and we are 
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aſſur d that as ſoon as there ſhall be ſeen an Execution 
of our Deſign, there will preſently be revivd the o- 
ther Overtures which ſeem for ſome Time to have 
fall'n aſleep, and the Cares will be redoubled for ma- 
king the Proteſtations which have been made to ſuc- 
ceed. It is to obey the Orders which we have recei vd 
that we inform our ſelves of the Duels which have 
been committed, and of the Rencuunters that have 
happen'd, fince the Month of September, 1651. We 
have nominated Five among us as Particular Com- 
miſſioners on what concerns Duels. It's to the End 
that they may proceed in it with a more ſingular Af- 
fection. and that the ordinary Affairs of the Body 
of the Governours be not interrupted ; our Deputies 
meet every Tueſday of each Weck; they receive there 
Informations; they propoſe there what is to be pro- 
pos'd; they deliberate there, and conclude ot the 
Things that preſent themſelves. They have a Parti- 
cular Secretary, and a Regiſter of Things Decreed, 
which is diſtin& from that of our Body; but when 
there are Important or Extraordinary Occalions, the 
Report is made in full Aſſembly; and in this Caſe 
the Things concluded are ſet down in the Common 
Regiſter, whereof nevertheleſs mention is made 
in that of Duels. We ſend you, Gentlemen, ſome 
Extracts of what we have already reſolv'd; the In- 
tent of our Court is, that to make a Diſcovery of the 
Crime with more Eaſe, and to procure ſome Good 


to the Poor by the Thirds which is appointed for 


them, there ſhall be ſome Part of the Thirds given 
to thoſe who (hall give Notice of Duels committed, 
obliging us to furniſh the Proofs by them, if the Con- 
vlction cannot be had otherways, and to give by 
them Lights of the Eſtates, if the Knowledge can- 
not otherwite be had : This ſhall be done with re- 
gard to Circumſtances of Things and Perſons. It is 
ſometimes good to intereſs ſome one with the Poor; 
and in all this Conduct we ought to regard but God 
and the Poor ; theſe are the Sole Motives which ought 
to animate us, and the Sole Thoughts which we 
ought to have; we ſhall ſo do that nothing may be 
imputed nor reproacht to the Adminitirators 8 2 
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Hoſpital of Paris, and even to ſecure our ſelves as 
much as we may. both from a Default and Negli- 
gence, We Promiſe our ſelves, Gentlemen, as much 
or more on your Part, fince we are aſſur'd of the 
Pizty of your Employ, whence we eaſily preſume, 
and as it were neceſſarily, the Sincerity of your Inten- 
tions, and all that may depend of it. If the firſt Let- 
ter which we writ to you has not had all the Succeſs 
that was expected, we are chiefly the Cauſe, either 
for not having ſufficiently explain'd our ſelves, or for 
not having opened enough the Motives, the Conſe- 
quences and the Effects, of the Detign, which ought 
to be common betwixt us; we do it at preſent, and 
we pray you, Gentlemen, to inform us of all the 
Duels which have been committed in your Town and 
the Neighbourhood fince the Month of Sptember, 


1651; and to continue your Informations for the fu- 


ture, if any ſhall be committed hencetorward. and to 
ſet down the Perſons, the Conditions and the Ellates, 
cf thoſe who have Fought; of thoſe who have 
{ent or given Challenges ; of their Seconds, or the 
greateſt Number of them; of the Dead and Wound- 
ed ; what are their Parents and Allies, their Credit 
or their Support, in the Province ; we do not ask only 
a Correſpondence of the Gentlemen Governours of the 
Hoſpitals, who are within the reach of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, we ask it alſo of the Gentlemen 
Governours of the Hoſpitals of the Towns where 
there is a Parliament, and we ſupply them to write 
to the Gentlemen Governours of the Holpitals which 
are within the Limits of their Parliament, to the End 
there may be a like Correſpondence betwixt them, 
and that by thus doing it be Univerſal throughout the 
Kingdom, We may by this Means root out, or 
cauſe to be puniſht, a Crime with offends God 
and the King, the Publick and our Neighbour, 
and which makes us deſpair of the Salvati- 
on, as well as of the Life, of thoſe who commit it. 
We may conclude of having for Obſtacles Perſons of 
all Qualities, of all Humours, and of all Ages ; be- 
cauſe there is now almoſt no one, either of the Peaſants 
or Nobility, of the Soldiery Ly even of Serving- men, 
. 2 45 
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as well as of Gentlemen, and of all others who make 
Profeffion of Arms, but will revenge his Quarrel, or give 
a Teſtimony of his Valour, by a Du: l: We mult try to 
undeceive this falſe Generolity, to overcome all the 
Difficulties, to be obſtinately reſolv'd in fo Pious and 
ſo Holy an Enterprize, and to ſtand firm againſt all 
Sorts of Prayers and Conſiderations : We Promiſe you 
Gentlemen, our Cares and Pains, and to ſolicit for all 
the King, the Court, and all thoſe who have a lawful 
Authority to Command, Prohibit, and Puniſh: We 
Promiſe you an Attiduouſneſs without Remiſhon, an 
inflexible Vigour, and that entire Correſpondence 
which we ask allo of you, for the better upholding 
us in it, it is good for us all to be known : We entreat 
you, Gentlemen, that when vou ſhall do us the Ho- 
nour to write to us, you will tignitic to us by your 
Letters, or by a particular Memoir, the Names, Qua- 
lities, and the Number of your Body, whether your 
Government be Perpetual, or for a Time? When, 
how. and by whom the Changes are made in it? if 
the Church, the Magittrates, or other Otfhc:rs, have 
Part in it, either of N-cethty, or Choice? whether 
there are Bodies or Commonalties under which they 
are 2 or whether there be an entire Liberty of chu- 
ſing all Sorts of P rſons, and of all Sorts of Profeſſions ? 
To tend us word alſo what Order you will keep in this 
Matter, and to whom of your Company we mult Ad- 
dreſs us > Or wh ther we ſhall continue to write to 
your entire Body? We would not draw any Thing 
from you but what you may know of us. After ha- 
ving given you to underſtand what we have Relolv'd, 
and begun to Ex-cute, whereot we ſend you ſome 
Extras, we Inform you of our Government: It is 
at preſent comp4s'd of Sixteen Perſons ; the Lord 
firlt Prefadent of the Parliament is alway the Chief: 
We have alway had the Happineſs to have.a Head 
greatly affected to the Body of Governours, The Lord 
firii Preſident de Bell ieure, lately Deceas'd, whom no 
one can enough Lament, nor Praile, has given very 
Powerful Teſtimonies by his Prefence with the Body, 
by his Councils at Home, and by his Reputation on all 
Cas 
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Occaſions ; he confirm'd them the Day before his De- 


ceaſe, by the Rich Preſent he made to the Poor of the 
Hoſpital of the Precious Furniture of his Chamber : 


God having taken him from us, we hope in his Place 


a worthy Succeſſor, We have ordinarily with the 
Lord firſt Preſident of the Parliament, the Lords firſt 
Preſidents of the Chamber of Accounts, and of the 
Court of Aids. There are beſide the Lords of the 
Sovereign Companies in the Number of the others, 
which are nominated by the Company, according as 


there is a vacant Place by Death. We are all Sworn in 


the great Chamber; and tho* our Employ be during 
Lite, it may he ſaid with Truth, that each Man is 
very zealous of employing there all his Time and his 
Care. We fend you the Liſt of thoſe who compoſe 
the Body of Judicature. We have a Receiver and a 
* Regiſter. The uſual great Number of the Diſeas'd, 
ol Perſons, and of Things neceſſary for the Subſiſtence 
and Maintenance of the Hoſpital of Paris, obliges us to 
have a great many Officers and Domeſticks. It js true, 
the Revenue is conſiderable; but we owe it to the 
particular Blefling of Heaven, that tho' the Disburſe- 
ments exceed the Revenue above a Hundred Thouſand 
Livres each Year, which is a Truth not known to e- 
very one, but very eaſie to juſtihe, the Houſe neverthe- 
leſs ſubſiſts; we daily acknowledge Sorts of Miracles 
both in its Government, and in extraordinary Favours. 
Behold, Gentlemen, the Account we give you, both 
very Punctual, and very Sincere ; we hope from you 
that you will give us a Light of your Government as 
True and Faithful. We beg the Grace that we ma 

have all a Reſolution and Strength in an Occaſion ſo 
| Laudable, as that of hindring Duels, whereby we 
may Serve God and the King, the Publick and our 
Neighbour. We ſhould Serve at the ſame Time thoſe 
who would Deſtroy themſelves, having an Intention 
to Fight: We Pray them to reflect on Themſelves, 
and not" to put Themſelves in a Condition that 
we may have a Right to ask for the Poor the 
FPoſſeſſion of their Eſtates: We Pray them to con- 
ider how favourable the Poor are, and that they 
ſhall be well grounded to make this bn! of 
| their 
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their Eſtates on the Account of the King's Declaration : 
And if they are not concern'd for being Indebted to 
God, to the King, and to the Publick, let them be 
concern'd at leaft uſe they are Indebted to their 
Perſons, to their Honour, and to their Salvation; to 
their Wives, if Married ; to their Children, if they 
are Fathers ; and to their Houſe, if they are Generous 
and Reaſonable : Let them ſuffer themſelves to be con- 
vinc'd by a Truth which ſeems to be out of Doubt, 
that it is glorious to ſerve his Prince in the Army , 
but that it is ſhameful to Periſh by Single Combarts, 
as Duels are. If a Man will expoſe himſelf to Dic 
with his Arms in his Hand, it ought to be for the 
Service of the King and Kingdom, and not for a Quar- 
rel, or for a Paſſion. What Miſchief, and what Hor- 
rour, for a Man to render himſelf in a Moment Un- 
happy and Miſerable ! When there is Queſtion of the 
leafi Important Affair in a Family, where there may 
be a Concern of Fortune, Relations are gathered toge- 
ther, Things are Propos'd and Deliberated of. When 
there is a Queſtion of Health, as of the leaſt Indiſpoſi- 
tion of Body, recourſe is made to the Advice of Phy- 
ficians, and Perſons apply themſelves to the ſearch of 
all Remedies for getting Relief. When there is Que- 
ſtion of a Point of Conſcience, Men apply themſelves 
to their Directors: And in this Occaſion where the 
whole loſs of Fortune, Life, and Salvation, is con- 
cern'd, all is left to Hazard without Deliberating, all 
is left at Random without making any Fropoſition, 
and Men withdraw themſelves privately from all the 
World, left they be diverted from loſing in an Inſtant 
all that may loſe for ever a Man and a Chriſtian. Re- 
preſent to yourſelves, Gentlemen, a Man in a State 
of Fighting, in which State he is in the Action of a 
Duel, and his State after the Duel ; this Courage in 
which he ſo much Glories is but the Appearance of 


a Generofity, and the true Effect of a Criminal Cow- Ih 
ardice, as not being able to ſuffer a Contempt, an In- IF 
Jury, ora Word; and refufing to uſe the Ways which 
the King preſcribes for a Reparation. He cauſes 2 Þ 
Challenge to be given, he goes to the Place pine 0 
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he that receives the Challenge goes there alſo, both 
contemn their Lives and the King's Edicts; the ona 
becauſe he believes himſelf Offended, and the other 
becauſe he imagines his Honour is concerned not to 
refuſe a Challenge. Nay, there is ſometimes ſo much 
Imprudence in it, that Men proſtitute themſclves 
without there being any Injury, or Ill Deſign in Word 
or Deed : And mean while he that thinks himſelf Of- 
* fended, forgets all; not ſo much for drawing thence 
2 Satisfaction, which would (till be a Thing Unjuſt. 
zs for running upon Danger, which is the laſt of all 
Extremities: And in which he engages his Friend, 
who was not concern'd, which is the chief of all Fol- 

lies. They will all doan Action of Prudence and Se- 
creſie, by withdrawing themſelves privily from all the 
World to Fight, that they may neither have Relief 
nor Witneſſes : So that if the Act of Duclling be 
Glorious, there is no 'Man who can give a Faithful 
Teſtimony of it; and they take no Witneſſes, becauſe 
it is a Shame to Fight. It is not enough to commit a 
| Shameful Action, they are beſide depriv'd of all Kinds 
of Afhſtances at a Time in which there may be moſt 
Need. As they abandon God, their Family, and 
> themſelves, they will be abandon'd by all Men. It 
they diveſi themſelves of their Cloaths, it's a ſign 
that they depoſe all Senſe; and the Shift which is 
kept on is the Symbol of the Fooliſh Vanity which is 
ll Þ relerv'd, and which is not depos'd by them but at 
n, Death. If there be ſome other Paſſion, it's only that 
he of Periſhing : For whatloever happens of it, it's al- 
mt way to Periſh. The Pr-paratives for this Action are 
de- but Inſtruments for Periſhing: There are carried there 
ate but Swords, Daggers, Knives, and of late Piſtols, or 
f a other Fire-Arms. 1s it not to Periſh to be reduc'd to 
in beg Life when you would take it away? If a Man 
» of has the Advantage of the Field by killing his Man, 
ow- he is conſtrain'd to fly, he muſt quit his Houſe, his 
In- Family, his Country, and his Eſtate, to fave himſelf. 
hich Mt is not difficult to imagine the Diſquiet, Remorſes, 
(es 2 1Griefs, Troubles, and Sufferings, of a Fugitive. Now 


ted i Hopes mui be loſt of obtaining Favour, or Letters 
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in the Caſe of Duels, for any Perſons whatſoever, 
A Man muſt no longer take a Reſolution of Fighting, 
but he muſt make a Reflection on the Neceſſity of 
Periſhing. It may be ſaid of Periſhing, ſince that for 
a Moment of Revenge there remains but a continual 
Affliction, and without Hope for the Reſt of the Lite, 
Tf a Man dies in the Field, is it not to periſh more, 
fince that a Man cannot periſh more than by Death? 
And ſince that it is not Dying as a Man, nor as a Chri- 
ſtian ? It is not Dying as a Man to Die a violent 
Death, procut'd by a Man's Self; to Die Deſpairing, 
to Die Overthrown or Deliroy'd by his Enemy, lying 
along on the Duſt, on the Graſs, or on the Dung- 
hil; to bite the Earth, and all that is in his way ; 
to more concern'd at his Impotency of Execu. 
ting his Paſſion, than of thinking of what ought 
more nearly to touch him; and to vomit forth his 
Blood and Soul at the ſame Time that he vomits 
forth his Anger and his Rage. It is not to Die as a 
Chriſtian, not to Lament his Sins, and not to be Pe. 
; nitent before he Dies. Alas! how far is a Man re. 
mote from that State, when he ſets upon all Thing: 
againſt the Commandments of God, and againſt the 
Prohibitions of his Prince. Dying in Deſpair a Man 
dies in a Crime, and it's a double Crime for a Man 
to Die in a Deſign of Revenge. The gaping Wound: 
are not Mouths for Prayer, nor for asking Mercy ; but 
only Mouths of Blaſphemies, and Breaches for Death, 
As we make a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, can we think 
without Horrour, what Eternity this Moment pro- 
duces 2 the Carcaſs is left on the Earth; and if it be 
taken up, it's only by the Enemy to hide it, or by 
a Servant, or by the Hand of Juſtice: Juſtice mui 
be deceiv'd, that the Body may not receive a new 
Ignominy after Death; the Church muſt be deceiv'd, 
that it may be Buried in Holy Ground; the Publick 
muſt be deceiv'd, if the Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate may 
be preſerv'd to his Children, or Relations; finally, th: 
Judges and Witneſſes muſt be deceiv*d, that the Me- 
mory of the Defunct be not Condemn'd. But if th: 
Crime be too well known, and the Confiſcation be 


inevitable, Friends muſt be ſought to for Obtainin 
th: 
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of the King the Confiſcation, and the Poſſeſſion of 
the Eſtates of the Living and of the Dead, without 
Gift, Will, or any Title of Succeſſion, and without 
having any Obligation either to the Liberality of thoſe 
that poſſeſt them, or to the Benefit of the Law; but 
there mutt be no longer Hope of this laſt Comfort, 
which remain'd to Relations: The Third of the E- 
ſtates of thoſe who have fought a Duel belongs to the 
Governours of th: Hoſpitals, and it cannot be touch d: 
A Third belongs to the Intormers, which it will be 
endeavour'd that they ſhall keep: As to the other 
Third, it is appointed for the Charge, which will in 
2 manner alway conſume it, or at leaſt for the great- 
eſt part; ſo that theſe are Loſſes without Recovery, 
which each Man ought to apprehend, tho" the other 


Puniſhments were not to bs fear d. Excuſe us, Gen- 


tlemen, for that in a Letter we fully point forth to 
you Duels and their Conſequences ; tho' this paſſes 
the Bounds of a Letter, and it's but a weak and im- 
perfe& Draught of a Publick Truth, pothbly this 
Enterprizz may not be wholly uſeleſs: It is not e- 
nough that a Crime which we have to oppoſe be 
Known to us, all the Circumſtances of it mult be re- 
preſented, to fortitie us in our Deſign; we {hall make 
greater Efforts to procure a greater Good, when we 
{hall have preſent in our Thoughts the Exceſs of the 
Evil which we will hinder, Haply alſo theſe Letters 
may fall iuto the Hands of Perſons who may be in a 
Diſpoſition to do it, and who will make a Reflection 
on it before they will commit it ; they will think that 
if they fall into this Misfortune, they {hall have in a 
manner as many Parties or -Informers againſt them as 
there are Governours of Hoſpitals in France, who be- 
ing United in Innocence, Reaſon and Juſtice, will be 
much more Powerful than a Particular Perſon, or than 
all the Relations and Friends of a Guilty Perſon. 
Think of it well, Gentlemen, and let us all think of 
it. Let us conſider that it is to pleaſe God, the King, 
and the Publick ; that we ſhall not do a Thing as not 
appertaining to our Functions by Hindring a Diſorder, 
which makes many Widows, and many Orphaus. We 
may contribute to the Preſerving of a Husband to a 

6 Wife, 
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Wife, of a Father to Children, of Children to their 
Father, of a Relation to his Relation, of a Friend to 
his Friend: We rray bring it to paſs, that young Gen- 
tlemen and young Lords may glve to the Exerciſes of 
Vertue, or at leaſt to Vertuous Companies, what they 
employ in the Maintenance of Gladiators, and in Dan- 
gerous Sollicitations, We ſhall participate in the Good 
which the State and particular Perſons will receive b 
it. We may by this means merit in this World, 
receive in the other a Recompence. We are are all 
convinc'd of the Diſorder, and of the Good: We 
humbly pray you, Gentlemen, to have the ſame Sen- 
timents as thoſe, who are, 


Gentlemen, 
Tour moſt Humble and moſt Affedt ionate 
From the Hoſpital of Paris, Servants and Brethren, 


the of Septemb. 1657. 
The Governours of the Hoſpita! 


of Paris. 


An Edict of the King, containing a Genera! 
Regulation concerning Duels, made at St. 
Germains en Lay in the Month of Auguſt, 
1679, regiſtred in Parliament the Firſt Day 
of September of the ſame Tear. 


Louis, by the Grace of God King of France and Na- 
varre: To all the preſent and to come, Greeting 
As we acknowledge that one of the greateſt Favours 
which we have receiv'd from God, in the Govern- 
ment and Encouragement of our State, conſiſts in the 
Firmneſs which he has been pleas'd to give us for 
Maintaining the Prohibitions of Duels and Single 
Combats, and ſeverely Puniſh thoſe who have con- 
traven'd to a Law ſo Juſt and ſo Neceſſary for the 
Preſervation of our Nobllity; we are throughly re- 
ſolv'd to cultivate with Care ſo particular a 1 
whic 
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which gives us ground to hope that we may be able 
to arrive, during our Reign, to the Aboliſhment of this 
Crime, after having been attempted in vain by the 
Kings, our Predeceſſors. For this Effect, we have 
apply'd ourſelves anew to examine well all the Edits 


and Ordinances made againſt Duels, and all that has 


been done conſequentially to them, to which we have 
judg'd it neceſſary to add divers Articles. For theſe 
Cauſes, and other Good and Great Conſiderations 
moving us thereunto, with the Advice of our Privy- 
Council, and through our c:rtain Knowledge, full 
Power and Royal Authority, after having examin'd 
in our faid Council what our moſt Drar and Well- 
beloved Couſins, the Marſhals of France, who have 

met together oftentimes on this Subject have pro- 
pos'd to us: We, by Renewing the Prohibitions made 
by our Edicts and Ordinances, and thoſe of the Kings 
our Predeceſſors, and by adding what we have judg' 
neceſſary, have ſaid, declar'd, concluded and ordain'd 
and by our preſent Edict. which ſhall be perpetual and 
irrevocable, we ſay, declare, conclude and ordain, it 
is our Will and Pleaſure, 

I, We Exhort all our Subjects, and enjoin them to 
live for the future together in that Peace, Union and 
Concord, which is neceſſary for their Preſervation, and 
for that of their Families, and the' State, under Pain 
of incurring our Indignation, and our Exemplary 
Chaſtiſement: We enjoln them alſo to give the Re- 
ſpect becoming each one, according to his Quality, 
Rank, and 8 and to uſe mutually one with a- 
nother all that ſhall lye in them, for preventing all 
Differences, Debates and Quarrels, eſpccially thoſe 
which may be follow'd by Ways of Fact, to give each 
other ſincerely, and bong fide, all the right Underſtand- 
ing neceſſary, upon the Complaints and Diffatisfactt- 
ons which may happen betwixt them, to hinder 
coming to Action in any way whatſoever ; declaring 
that we ſhall repute this Proceeding for an Effect o 
the Obedience which is due to us, and which we hold 
to be moſt conformable to the Maxims of True Ho- 


nour, as well as to thoſe of Chriſtianity, no Perſon 


being able to diſpence himſelf from this mutual Cha- 
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rity without Action, contrary to the Commandments 
of God as well as ours. * 

II. And foraſmuch as there is nothing ſo laudable, 
nor which gains more the Affectious of the Publick, 
and of private Perſons, than to ſtop the Courſe of 
Duels in their Source, We enjoin our moſt Dear and 
Well beloved Coulins, the Marſhals of France, whe- 
ther * are attending on us, or in our Provinces, 
and the Governours-General of our Provinces, and in 
thelr Abſence the Lieutenants-General in the ſame, to 
employ themſelves very diligently, and with all rea- 
dineſs, in ending all the Differences which may hap- 
pen betwixt our Subjects, by the Ways, and, as they 
are Impower'd, by the Edicts and Ordinances of the 
Kings, our Predeceſſors. And moreover, we Impow- 
er our ſaid Couſins to appoint in each of the Baili. 
wicks or Seneſchalties of our Kingdom, one or more 
Geatlemen, according to their Extent, who may be 
of Quality, Age and Capacity, requiſite for receiving 
Informations of Differences which may happen be- 
twixt Gentlemen, Soldiers, and others of our Subjects, 
to ſend them to our ſaid Coutins, the Marſhals ot 
France, or to the Eldeſt of them, or to the Gover- 
nours-General of our Provinces, and our Lieutenants- 
General of the ſame, when they ſhall be there pre- 
ſent ; and we Impower the ſaid Gentlemen who 
ſhall be ſo Deputed to cauſe to be brought before 
themſelves, in the Abſence of the Governours, and 
our ſaid Lieutenants-General, all thoſe who thall have 
any Difference, to bring them to an Agreement, or to 
ſend them before our ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals of 
France, in caſe that either of the Parties finds himſelf 
grieved by the Agreement propos'd by the ſaid Gen- 
tlemen, or will not ſubmit himſelf to their Judg- 


ments, And when the (aid Governours-General of 


our Provinces, and our Lieutenants-General of the 
ſame, ſhall be in the Provinces, in caſe the Quarrels 
which ſhall happen ſhall require a ſpeedy Remedy for 
Hindring what may follow, and that the Governours 
are abſent from the Place where the Difference ſhall 
happen, it is our Will that the Gentlemen deputed 
take Cate in it at the very Intiant, and cauſe to be 


Execu- 
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Executed what is contain'd in the Articles of the 
preſent Edict, whereof they (ſhall give Information 
zt the Inſtant to the ſaid Governours-General of our 
Provinces; or, in their Abſence, to the Licutenants- 
General in them, to labour inceſſantly for an Ac- 
commodation : And for this Effect we moſt expreſly 
charge all Provoſt- Marſhals, Under-Bailiffs, Under- 


N their Lieutenants, Exempts, Clerks and 
a 


Officers, faithfully and readily to obey, under Pain of 
Sequeſtration of their Offices, and Deprivation of 
their Wages, the ſaid Gentlemen deputed for the ta- 
king Cognizance of the ſaid Differences, whether 
thoſe who Quarrel be to be Summoned, made Pri- 
ſoners, their Goods Seized and Eſtreated, or any other 
neceſſary Acts be to be done for Hindering the Ways 
of Fact, and Executing the Orders of the ſaid Gen- 
tlemen fo committed, and all at the Coſt and Charges 
of the Parties. 

III. Furthermore We declare, That all who ſhall 
be preſent, or ſhall meet, though accidentally, in the 
Places where Offences againſt Honour ſhall be com- 
mitted, whereby Reports or Injurious Diſcourſes, by 
| Breach of Promiſe, or Word palt, by Giving the Lie, 

Blows, or other Outrages, of what Nature ſoever they 
be, ſhall be obliged for the future to give Notice of 
the ſame to our Coufins, the Marſhals of France, or 


the ſaid Governours-General of our Provinces, and 


our Lieutenant-Generals in the fame, or the Gentle- 
men deputed by our ſaid Couſins, under Pain of be- 
ing reputed Complices in the ſaid Offences, and of be- 
ing Proſecuted, as having tacitly contributed there- 
unto, for not having endeavoured to prevent the bad 
Conlequences of the fame. It is in like manner Our 
Will and Pleaſure, That they who ſhall be acquainted 

with any 1 of Quarrels and Animoſities, oc- 
caſioned by Suits that are like to be intended betwixt 
Gentlemen,, for any Important Intereſt, be obliged 
for the future to give Notice thereof to our ſaid Cou- 
Gns, the Marſhals of France, or the Governours-Ge- 
neral of our ſaid Provinces, and the Lieutenant-Ge- 
nerals of the ſame ; or in thelr Abſence, to the Gen- 
tlemen deputed in the Balliwicks, to the end they may 
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with all their Power hinder the Parties from leaving 
the ordinary Courſe of Civil Juſtice, and coming to 
the Ways of Fact. And that we may be the better 
informed of all the Duels and Combats that happen 
in Our Provinces, We charge the Governours-Gencral, 
and Lieutenant-Generals of the ſame, to give Advice 
to the Secretaries of State, every one in his own Pre- 
cin&s, of all the Duels and Combats that ſhall hap- 
pen within the Limits of their Juriſdiction, to the 
firſt Preſidents of Our Courts of Parliament, and to 
Our Attorneys- General in the ſame ; in like manner to 
give Advice to our dearly Beloved and Truſty, the 
Sieur le Tellier, Chancellor of France, and the Gentle- 
men deputed, and Officers of the Marſhalſeas, to the 
Marſhals of France, that they may in their feveral 
Places and Stations give Us Information of the ſame. 
We alſo Command all Our Subjects to give Us Advice 
thereof, by ſuch Ways as they ſhall think fit, Pro- 
miſing to Reward'thoſe who ſhall give Notice of Com- 
bats happening in the Provinces, whereof we have 
received no Advice from other Hands, with the Means 
of having the Proof thereof. 

IV. When our ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals of France, 
the Governours-General of Our Provinces, and Our 
Licutenants-Generals in the ſame, in their Abſence, or 
the Gentlemen deputed, ſhall have Information of any 
Difference amongſt Gentlemen, and amongſt all thoſe 
that make Profeffion of Arms, within Our Kingdom 
and Countries under Our Obedience, which proceed- 
ing from Outrageous Words, or other Cauſes relating 
to Honour, may be like to incline them to ſome extra- 
ordinary Reſentment, Our faid Coutins, the Marſhals 
of France, ſhall forthwith ſend expreſs Prohibitions 
to the Patties, that directly or indirectly they demand 
Satisfaction of one another by the Ways of Fact, and 
ſhall cauſe them to be cited to appear immediately be- 
fore them, that there they may be adjuſted. And it 
they apprehend that the ſaid Parties be ſo incenſed, 
that they will not give the Reſpect and Dcference 
which they owe to their Orders, they ſhall preſently 


{end them Officers and Guards of the Contiabulary Þ 


and Marſhalſea of Frauce, to wait upon their Perſons 
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at the Coſt and Charge of the ſaid Parties, until the 
have appeared before them; which ſhall be likewiſc 
ptactiſed by the Governours-General of our Provinces, 
and our Lieutenant-Gencrals in the ſame, within the 
Extent of their Governments and Charges by cauſing 
thoſe who have any Quarrel to be cited before them, 
or ſending ſome of their Guards or other Perſons to 
wait upon them, to hinder them from coming to the 
Ways of Fact: And We give Power to the Gentlemen 
deputed in every Bailiwick, in Abſence of the Marſhals 
of France, Governours-General of our Provinces, and 
our Lieutenant-Generals in the ſame, to take the ſame 
» Courſe with thoſe who have Quarrels, and to make 
> Uſe of Provoſt-Marſhals, their Lieutenants and Ofi- 
cers, for the Execution of their Orders. 

V. They who ſhall have Quarrels, appearing before 
> our Couſins, the Marſhals of France, or Governours- 
General of Our Provinces, and Lieutenants in the 
- ſame, or in their Abſence before the ſaid Gentlemen, 
il any atrocious Injury appear to have been committed 
with Advantage, either out of a Premeditated Detign 


or Frolick, Our Will and Meaning is, That che Party 


Offended receive ſo Advantageous Reparation and Sa- 
tisfactlon, that he have full Cauſe to reſi Satisfied; 
Confirming, as much is necdful, by this our Preſent 
Edict, the Authority given by the Deceaſed Kings, 
Our moſt Honoured Grandfather and Father, to Our 
* {aid Couſins, the Marſhals of France, to Judge and 


* Decide, by Sovereign and Definitive Sentence, all Dif- 


* ferences concerning the Point of Honour, and Repa- 
ration of Offences, whether they happen in our Court, 
or any other Place of our Provinces, where they ſhall 
be, and to the ſaid Governours or Lieutenant-Gene- 
rals, the Power which they have alſo given them for 
the ſame end, every one within the Extent of his Ju- 
riſdiction. | 
* VI. And becauſe ſometimes Offences are committed 


which ſo much concern Honour, that not only the Per- 
ſons who receive them are thereby Injured, but alſo 
the Reſpe& that is due to our Laws and Ordinances 
manifeſtly Violated : We will that thoſe who thall 
commit ſuch like Offences, belides the an; 
| | fas 
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Ordained in Regard of the Perſons Offended, be like- 
wiſe Condemned by the ſaid Judges of the Point of 
Honour, to ſuffer Impriſonments, Baniſhments and 
Fines, Conſidering alſo, That there is nothing more 


Unreaſonable, or contrary to the Profeſſion of Honour, 
than the Outrage that may be committed — 4 Occa- 
fion of ſome Civil Intereft, or ſome Law-ſuit com. 
menc'd before the Ordinary Judges: It is our Wil! 
and Pleaſure, that in the Accommodations of Offences, 
proceeding from ſuch Cauſes, the ſaid Judges of the 
Point of Honour uſe all the Rigour that they ſhall 
think reaſonable for the Satisfaction of the Party Of- 
fended; and that for the Reparation of our Authori. 
ty, thereby Wounded, oy Ordain either Impriſon. 
ment during the ſpace of Three Months, or leſs, or 
Baniſhment for ſo long Time from the Places where the 
Offender has his Reſidence, or the Loſs of One or W o 
Years Revenue of the Matter diſputed, 

VII. Seeing many Differences happen amongſt Gen- 
tlemen , becauſe of Hunting, honorary Rights of 
Churches, and other Preheminences of Mannors and 
Lordſhips, as being nearly related to the Point of Ho- 
nour ; Our Will and Pleaſure is, That our ſaid Cou- 
fins, the Marſhals of France, the Governours of our 
Provinces, and our Lleutenants in the fame, and th: 
Gentlemen deputed in the ſaid Bailiwicks, or Stewar- 
ties, uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to oblige the Par 
ties to agree upon Arbitrators, who may with them 
Judge ſummarily without Formalities the Ground of Þ 
ſuch like Differences, reſerving ſtill the Right of Ap- Þ 
peal to our Courts of Parliament, when one of the 
Parties ſhall find himſelf Wronged by the verdict of Þ 
the Arbitrators. | 

VIII. In caſe a Gentleman refuſe, or without laws 
ful Cauſe delay, to obey the Orders of our Couſins, the 
Marſhals of France, or of the other Judges of the Point 
of Honour, as not to appear before them, when he hath Þ 
been cited either Perſonally, or at his Dwelling- Houſe, 
and alſo when he hath not ſubmitted to the Banllh: 
ment impoſed upon him, he ſhall forthwith be Forced 
to it, after a certain Time preſcribed to him by the 

0 


ſaid Judges, either by a Gartiſon put into his Houſe, 
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or by the Impriſonment of his Perſon : Which thall 
be carefully put in Execution by the Provolis of our 
ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals of France, Under-Bailiffs, 
Under-Stewards, their Lieutenants, Exempts and Of- 
ficers, upon Pain of Sequeſtration of their Offices, and 
Loſs of their Wages, according to the Ordinances of 
the ſaid Judges; and the ſaid Execution {hall be made 
at the Coſt and Charges of the Diſobedient and Refra- 
ctory Party. And if the ſaid Provoſts, Under-Bailifts, 
Under Stewards, their Licutenants, Exempts and Of- 
fticers, cannot execute the ſaid Impriſonment, they 
ſhall Seize and Eſtreat all the Revenues of the ſaid Ba- 
niſhed or Difobedient Perſon, to be applied, and re- 
main as acquired during the whole Time of his Diſo- 
bedience; to wit, one half to the Hoſpital of the 
Town where there is a Parliament Eſtabliſhed, and 
the other to the Hoſpitals of the Place where there is 
a Royal Seat, under the Juriſdiction of which Parlia- 
ment, or Royal Seat, the Goods of the {aid Baniſhed 
or Diſobedient Perſon ſhall be; to the End, that mu- 
tually aflifting one another in the Proſecution, the one 
may ſupply the Advice and Proof, and the other in- 
terpoſe our Authority by that of Juſtice, for the Effect 
of our Intention. And in Cafe there be preceding 
Debts that hinder the Uplifting of the ſaid Revenue, 
applicable to the Profit of the ſaid Hoſpitals, the Sum 
to which it amounts ſhall be charged as a Debt upon 
all the Chattels of the Party Baniſhed, to be pay'd 
and diſcharged in Courſe from the Day of the Sen- 
tence paſs'd againſt him. 

IX. Moreover, we Ordain that thoſe who have 
been put under the Guards of our Couſins, the Mar- 
ſhals of France, the Governours- General of our Pro- 
vinces, and our Lieutenants in the ſame. or of the 
ſaid Gentlemen deputed, and who ſhall make their E- 
ſcape in what Manner ſoever, ſhall be ſeverely Puniſh- 
ed, and not admitted to Accommodation upon the 


Point of Honour, till thoſe that have been Guilty of 


the ſaid Eſcape or Breach of Guard have been put in 
Priſcn, and at the Inſtance of our Proctor in the Con- 
ſtabulaty, and of the Subſtitutes of the other Marſhal- 
{eas of France, procmeded un accord ing to the Forms 
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required by our Ordinances. It is our Will and Plea- 
ſure, That upon the Information or Report of the 
Guards that have been appointed to keep them, with- 
out any other Information, they be ſentenced at the 
Inſtance of the ſaid Subſtitutes, and their Proceſs ſum- 
marily made. 

X. Though the Care we take of the Honour of our 
Nobility ſufficiently appears by the Contents of the 
foregoing Articles, and by our ſolicitous Search of the 
Means that are eſteemed the moſt proper for ſtifling 
Quarrels in their Birth, and laying upon thoſe who 
Offend the Blame and Shame which they deſerve ; 
being nevertheleſs apprehenſive that ſome may ſtill be 
ſo Bold as to contravene our Will and Pleaſure ſo ex- 
preſly Declared, and preſume that they have Reaſon to 
ſeek to Revenge themſelves, We Will and Command, 
that he, who thinking himſelf injured, ſhall give 4 
Challenge to any Man upon his own Account, ſhall for 
ever forfeit his Right of obtaining Satisfaction for the 
Offence thar he may pretend to have received, be kept 
in Priſon for the ſpace of Two Years, and condemned 
in a Fine to the Hoſpital of the Town next to the Place 
of his Abode, which is not to be of leſs Value than the 
half of one Year's Rent of his Eſtate, and beſides, that 
he be ſuſpended from all his Offices, and deprived of 
the Profit of them for Three Years. We permit 
all Judges to hcighten the {aid Penalties according as 
the Conditions of the Perſons, the Grounds of the 
Quarrels, as Suits commenced, or other Civil Intereſts, 
che Prohibitions violated, or Eſcapes made, the Cir- 
cumſtances of Places and Times, ſhall render the Chal- 
lenge more Puniſhable. And if he that is Challenged, 
inticad of refuſing the Challenge, and of giving Notice 
of it to our Couſins, the Marſhals of France, or to the 
Governours-General of our Provinces, and our Licu- 
tenants in the ſame, or to the Gentlemen deputed, as 
we do enjoin him to do, go to the Place afligned, os 
Attempts to do fo, he be Puniſhed with the ſame Pe- 
nalties of the Challenger. Furthermore, it is our 
Pleaſure, That they who ſhall Challenge for another, 
or ſhall accept a Challenge, without having informed 
of it before, be Puniſhed with the ſame Fn. 
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XI. And for ſo much that beſides the Puniſhment 
that thoſe who Challenge ought to Incur, there are 
ſome who deſerve to be doubly Chaſtized and Repreſ- 
ſed, as when they Attack thoſe who are their Benefa- 
Rors, Superiors, and Lords, or Perſons of Command, 
and raiſed by the Quality of their Charges, and eſpeci- 
ally when the Quarrels ariſe for Actions of Obedience, 
to which an Inferiour Condition, Charge or Etmploy- 
ment, hath ſubjected them, or for the Corrections 
which they have undergone by their Authority, who 
have the Power to impoſe them upon them: Conſider- 
ing that there is nothing more neceſſary for the main- 
taining of Diſcipline , eſpecially amongſt thoſe who 
make Profeſſion of Arms, than Reſpe& towards thoſe 
who Command them : We Will and Command, That 


they who ſhall break out into that Exceſs, and more 


particularly they who Challenge their Officers or O- 
thers, who have the Right to Command them, ſhall be 
kept in Priſon for the ſpace of Four Years deprived 
laid Time, 
with the Pay and Salary due to them, which ſhall be 
given to the Hoſpital-general of the next Town ; and 


in caſe it be an Inferior againſt his Superior or Lord, 
he ſhall be kept in Priſon during the ſaid Four Years, 


and ſhall be condemned in a Fine which cannot be 


leſs than a Year's Rent: Expreſly charging our ſaid 


Coulins, the Marſhals of France, Governours-General 


of our Provinces, and the Lieutenant-Generals in the 


ſame, and the Gentlemen deputed, and eſpecially the 


Generals of our Armies, wherein that Diſorder may 
be more frequent than any where elſe, to ſee to the 
| ſevere and exact Execution of the preſent Article. And 


if the Superior Officers or Lords who have been Chal» 
lenged receive the Challenge, and put themſelves in a 


Condition of Satisfying the Challengers, they ſhall be 
Puniſhed with the ſame Penalties of Impriſonment, 
| Sequeſtration of their Charges and Revenues of the 
ſame, and Fines above ſpecified, not to be diſpenſed 


therefrom, whatever Inſtances and Supplications they 


may make to us for that Eft, 
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XII. And foraſmuch as we are reſolv'd to Caſhier 
and Turn Out of Place all who ſhall be found Guilty 
of the ſaid Crime. and that Notoriouſly, if they who 
have been ſo Caſhiered and Turned Our of Place re- 
ſent it againſt thoſe whom we ſhall Prefer to the ſame, 
by Challenging, or Provoking them to Fight, either 
by thenglves or others, in Re-enc ounter, or other- 
wiſe, We Will that. they, and thoſe whom they 
have made uſe of, be Impriſoned for the ſpace of Six 
Years, and Condemned in a Fine of Six Years Rent of 
their Eſtates, without any Hopes of ever being Releca- 
ſed from the ſaid Penalties : And generally that they 
who ſhall a Second Time violate our preſent Edict, as 
Challengers, and more particularly they who have 
made uſe of Seconds to carry their Challenges, be 
Puniſhed with the ſame Pains of Impriſonment, Loſs 
1 Places, and Fines, though no Combat enſued upon 

t. | 

XIII. If contrary to the Prohibitions of this our 

preſent Edict the Challenger and Challenged do actu- 


ally Fight, We Will and Ordain, That though there 


be none either Wounded or Killed, yet they ſhall be 
proceeded againſt Criminally and Extraordinarily ; 
that they be without Pardon Puniſhed with Death, 
that all their Goods, Real and Perſonal, be confiſca- 
ted to us, a Third of them applicable to the Hoſpital 
of the Town where the Parliament is, in the Juriſdi- 
ction whereof the Crime hath been committed, and 
Jointly to the Hoſpital of the Royal Seat next to the 
Place of the Fact; and the Two other Thirds, as well 
for the Charges of the Apprehenſion and Execution 
of Juſtice, as to what the Judges {hall think equitabl- 
to adjudge to the Wives and Children, if any there 
be, for their Subſiſtence and Entertainment only du- 
ring their Lives. And if the Crime be committed in 
the Provinces where Confiſcation has no Place, it is 
our Will and Pleaſure, That inſtead of the ſaid Con- 
fiſcation, a Fine be ſet upon the Goods of the Crimi- 
nals, to the Profit of the ſaid Hoſpitals, which is not 
to be leſs than the half of the Goods of the Criminals. 
We Command and Charge our Proctors - General, 
their Subſtitutes, and thoſe who have the Adminiſtra- 

tion 
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tion cf the (aid Hoſpitals, to make careful Search and 
Proſecutions for the ſaid Sums and Confiſcations, for 
the which their Action ſhall continue during the time 
and ſpace of Twenty Years, though they ſhould even 
make no Proſecution that might Prorogue it, the 
which Sums and Confi ſcations ſhall not be Remitted 
nor Diverted upon any Cauſe or Pretext whatſoever. 
And if one or both the Duellers be Killed, We Will 
and Command that the Criminal Proceſs be made a- 
gainſt the Memory of the Dead, as againſt thoſe who 
are Guilty of Treaſon againſt God and Man; and that 
their Bodies be deprived of Burial ; Prohibiting all 
Curares, their Vicars, and other Church-men, to Interr 
them, nor ſuffer them to be Interred in Conſecrated 
Ground: Confiſcating beſides, as above, all their 
Goods, Real and Perſonal. And as to the Surviver 
who hath Killed, beſides the abovementioned Confiſ- 
cation of all his Goods, or the Fine amounting to one 
half of the ſame in the Countries where Confiſcation 
hath no Place, he ſhall unpardonably be Puniſhed with 
Death, according to the Diſpoktion of the Ordi- 
nances. | 

XIV. The Goods of him that hath been Killed, and 
of the Surviver, ſhall be diſpoſed of by the Admini- 
ſtrators of the Hoſpitals during the Proſecution of the 
Action for Duelling, and the Revenues applied to the 
defraying the Coſts of Suit. 

XV. Though we hope that our Prohibitions, and 
the Penalties ſo juſtly appointed againſt Duels, will 
keep all our Subjects for the future from falling into 
them, nevertheleſs if any ſhould (till be fo raſh as to 
dare to contravene our Will and Pleaſure, not only 
in doing themſelves Juſtice, but befides in engaging 
alſo in thelr Quarrels and Reſentments, Seconds, 
Thirds, or a greater Number of Perſons, which can- 
not be done by a crafty Cowardice, which makes 
thoſe who are ſenſible of their own Weakneſs ſcek 
for the Safety they need in the Skill and Courage of 
others: We Will, that they who ſhall be found 
guilty of ſo Criminal and Caſe a Contravention of 
our preſent Edict, be without Remiflion puniſhed 
with Death, though no Man ſhould be Wenn or 
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Hurt in the Duels; that all their Goods be Contiſcated 
as before, that they be degraded, from Nobility, and 
declared Ignoble, uncapable for ever of holding any 
Place; their Arms defaced and publickly borne by the 
Exscutioner of High Juſtice. We enjoin their Suc- 
ceſſors to change their Arms, and take a New Coat, 
for which they ſhall obtain our Letters for that Effect; 
and in caſe they reſume the ſame Arms, they ſhall of 
new be defaced, and borne by the Publick Executioner, 
and they condemned in the Fine of Two Years Rent 
of their Eſtates, one half applicable to the Hoſpital- 
General of the next Town, and the other half at the 
Pleaſure of the Judges. And ſeeing no Chaſtiſement 
can be great enough to puniſh thoſe who engage up- 
on ſo ſlight an Account, and ſo criminally in the Re- 
ſentment of an Affront wherein they have no Con- 
cern, and which they ought rather endeavour to ad- 
Juſt for the Preſervation and Satisfaction of their 
Friends, than to purſue the Revenge of it by Ways 
that are as far from true Valour and Courage, as they 
are from Charity and Chriſtian Friendſhip, it is our 
| Will, That all who fall into the Crime of being Se- 
1 conds, Thirds, or other Numbers, be alike puniſhed | 
, with the ſame Penalties which we have appointed 
for thoſe that ſhall Employ them. 

XVI. Foraſmuch as there are ſome of Baſe Birth, 
and who have never carried Arms, who are neverthe- 
leſs ſo Inſolent as to Challenge Gentlemen, who be- 
cauſe of the Difference of their Conditions refuling to 
do them Reaſon, the ſame Perſons fiir up other Gen- 
tlemen againſt thoſe whom they have Challenged, 
whence ſometimes Murders follow ; ſo much the 
more Deteſtable, as that they proceed from an abject 
Cauſe: We Will and Command, that in Caſe of ſuch 
Challenges and Combats, eſpecially if they be attend- 
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ed with any great Wound or Death, the ſaid ignoble pe 
Fellows who ſhall be duly attaint and convicted of 10 
having cauſed and promoted ſuch Diſorders, without 10 
Remiſſion be Hanged all their Goods, Moveable, Ca 
and Immoveable, Confiſcated. Two Thirds to the | cel 
Hoſpitals of the Places, or of the next adjacent, and th 


the other Third employed for the Charges of the h. 
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Trial, for the Maintenance of the Widows and Chil- 
dren of the Deccaſed, if any there be: With Power 
beſides to the Judges of the ſaid Crimes to appoint 
of the Goods Confiſcated, ſuch Recompence as they 
ſhall think reaſonable to the Informer, and other Diſ- 
coverers of the ſaid Caſe, to the End that in ſo puniſh- 
able a Crime every one may be invited to the inform- 
ing of it. And as to the Gentlemen who have fo 
fought for Unworthy Cauſes, and againfi Ignoble 
Perſons, We Will that they ſuffer the ſame Puniſh- 
ments that we have appointed againſt Seconds, if they 
can be Apprehended ; if not, they ſhall be proceeded 
againſt upon Default and Contumacy according to 
the Rigour of the Ordinances. 

XVII. We Will that all who ſhall knowingly carry 
Challenges, or attend to the Places of Duels, or Ren- 
counters, as Lackeys, or other Servants, ſhall be 
whipt and fiigmatized for the firſt Fault; and if they 
relapſe into the ſame Fault, ſent to the Galleys for 
ever. And for thoſe who have been Spectators of 2 
Duel, if they have gone purpoſely for that Effect, 
* We Will chat they be for ever deprived of the Places, 
Dignities, and Penfions, which they poſſeſs ; and if 
they have no Places, that a Fourth Part of their 
Soo ds be Confiſcated, and applied to Hoſpitals ; and 
if the Fact be committed in any Province where Con- 
fiſcation hath no Place, that they be condemned in a 
Fine for the Profit of the ſaid Hoſpitals, which is not 
to be leſs Worth than the Fourth Part of the Goods 
of the ſaid Spectators, whom with Reaſon we repute 
Accomplices of ſo Deteſtable a Crime, ſecing they 
aſſiſt at it, and hinder not the ſame as much as they 
on 8 which by the Laws of God and Man they are 
obliged. 

XVIII. And foraſmuch as it hath frequently hap- 
pened that for avoiding the Rigour of the Penalties by 
| fo many Edicts appointed for Duels, many have 

{ought for Occaſions of Rencountering : We Will and 
Command, that they who pretend to have re- 
celved any Offence, and have not given Notice of it to 

the ſaid Judges of the Point of Honour, and who 
hall engage upon Rencounter, or Fight Singly, or in 
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ah equal State and Number, with alike Arms on each 
Side, on Foot, or on Horſeback, be ſubject to the 
ſame Punithments as if it had been a Duel. And be- 
cauſe there have been alſo ſome of our Subjects, who 
having quatrelled within our Dominions, and having 
met to Fight without them, or upon our Frontiers, 
have thought that by that Means they might evade 
the Effect of our Edicts: We Will that all who 
ſhall do ſo be purſued criminally, if they can be taken ; 
if not, upon Contumacies ; and that they be Con- 
demned to the ſame Puniſhment, and their Goods 
Conhſcated, as if they had contravened the preſent 
Edict within the Bounds, and not withdrawing out 
of our Provinces, judging them ſo much the more 
Criminal and Puniſhable ; that the firſt Emotions in 
the Heat and Newneſs of the Offence can no more 
excuſe them ; and that they have had Time enough 
to moderate their Reſentment, and abſtain from ſo 
prohibited a Revenge, no Place bring left. for thoſe 
concerned in the Caſes mentioned in this preſ.nt Arti 
cle to alledge Chance or Accident, to which we charge 
our Judges to have no Reſpect. 


XIX. And to prevent that ſo Holy a Law, and ſo | 


Protitable to our State, become not uſeleſs to the Pub- 
lick, for Fault of Obſervation thereof, We moſt ex- 
preſly Enjoin and Command our Couſins, the Mar- 
ſhals of France, to whom, under Our Authority, be- 
longs the Cognizance and Deciſion of Conteſts and 
Quarrels that concern the Honour and Reputation of 
our Subjects, diligently and exactly to ſee to the Ex- 
ecution of our Preſent Edict, without Remitting any 
thing in it, or Permitting that by Favour, Conni- 
vance, or any other Way, it be in any manner Contra- 
vened, Fe that our ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals of 
France, may have the more Means and Power to hinder 
and repreſs that Unbridled Licentiouſneſs of Duels 
and Rencounters ; conſidering beſides, that Diligence 
is of great Importance for the Puniſhment of ſuch 
Crimes; and that the Provoſts of Our ſaid Couſins, the 
Marſhals, the Under-Bailiffs, Under-Stewards, and 
Lieutenants-Criminal of the Short Robe, are moſi 


commonly on Horſeback for our Service, that they 
may 
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may be the readier and more proper for Proceeding 
againſt the Guilty of Duels and Rencounters, We have 
of new Aſſigned the Execution of the Preſent Edict, 
as well within as without the Precincts of Towns, to 
the Othcers of the Conttabulaty and Marlhalſea of 
France, Provolis-Genzral of the {aid Conſtabulary cf 
the Iſle of France and the Mints, and all other Pro- 
volis-General, Provincial and Particular, Under-Bai- 
liffs, and Under-Stewards, and Lieutenants-Criminal 


of the Short Robe, in Concurrence with Our Ordi- 


nary Judges, and with proviſo of an Appeal to Our 
Courts of Parliament, to whoſe Juriſdiction it ought 
to belong, notwithſtanding all Declarations and Edicts 
Prohibiting the ſaid Provoſts to take Cognizance of 
Duels and Rencounters to the contrary. 

XX. The Judges and other Officers who ſhall Sup- 
preſs and Change the Informations ſhall be turned 
out of their Places, and puniſhed as Forgers: 

XXI. And foraſmuch as it frequently enough hap- 
pens that the ſaid Provoſts, Under-Bailiffs, Under- 
Stewards and Lieutenant-Criminals of the Short Robe, 
are Negligent in Executing the Orders of Our faid 
Couſins, the Marſhals of France, We Will and Com- 
mand, That if the {aid Officers fail to Obey the firſt 
Command of Our ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals, or of 
One of them, or of the other Judges of the Point of 
Honour. in Summoning thoſs who Quarrel to appear 
at the Day appointed, and in Seizing and Arreſting 
them in caſe of Refuſal and Diſobedience; and finally, 
in Executing punctually, and all Affairs laid alid-, 
what ſhall be Enjoined and Commanded them by our 
ſaid Couſins, the Marſhals of France, and Judges of the 
Point of Honour, they be by our ſaid Coutins Puniſh- 
ed and Chaſtiſed for their Negligences by Sutpention 
from their Places, and Deprivation of their Salarics, 


which may be really Attached and Seized, vpon the 
bare Order of Our ſaid Couſins, the Marthals of France, 


or of one of them, ſignificd to the Treaſurer in Ordi- 
nary of our Wars who, ſhall be in Duty Perſonally, or 


at his Dwelling-Houſc. Furthermore, We Command 


the ſaid Provoſts, Under-Bailiffs, Under-Stewards, 


their Lieutenants and Officers, in their leveral Jurit- 
WE: H dictions, 
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dictions, upon the ſame Penalties of Suſpenſion and 
Deprivation of Salary, that upon the Report of a 
Combat fought they forthwith go to the Plices to 
Arreſt the Guilty, and make them Priſoners in the 
Roy Prifons next to the Place where the Fatt is 
Committed, Ordaining, That for every Seiſure they 
be paid the Sum of 1500 Livres, to be raiſed with the 
other Charz's of Suit upon the readieſt Goods of the 
Guilty, and preferrably to the Contiſcations and Fines 
which we have before impoſed. | 

XXII. Aud ſeeing the Guilty, to avoid falling into 
the Hands of Juttice, commonly fly to the Houſes of 
the Great Mcn of Our Kingdom, We moti expreſly 
and tirictly Forbid all Perſous, of what Quality and 
Condition foever they be, to receive within their 
Houtes any who have contravened «1.15 our Preſent 
Edict. Ard in caſe any be found who give them 
S1nctuary.and refui: to deliver them up unto theHands 
of Jutticelo ſoon as they {hall be required to it, We Will 
that the Infirmations thereof, duly taken and drawn 


up by the ſaid Provolts, of the Marthals and other 


Judges, be forth with and inſtantly ſent to the Secreta- 
tics of State, according to their ſeveral Offices, as allo 
the Atorneys-Gencral of our Courts of Parliament, 
and to our (aid Couſins, the Marſhals, to the end that 
ing conſulted wich them, we may command a ri- 
zorous Profccutian of thoſe who protect fo Criminal 
D. orders. 

XXIII. Bur if notwithſtanding the Care and Dili- 


gende preleiibed by the preceeding Articles, the Credit 


ad Authority of the Parties intereſſed in theſe Crimes 
divert the Prouls Of them by Threats or Artihce, We 


Vi] chat vpor the bare Requiſition made by our 


Attenmeys General, or their Sabſtitutes, Monitories be 
Decieed by tbe Officials of the Bilhops of the Places, 
which hall bs Publithed and Thundered according to 
Canonical Ferm againtt thoſe who refuſe to come and 
declare what they know concerning Duels and Ren- 
coumers that have happened. We further Command, 
chat for the future our Attorneys-General in our 
Courts of Parlianiwnt, and their Subſtitutes, Upon 
Notice giten therm os Combats that have been fought, 
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ſhall make their Requiſitions againit choſe, who by No - 
toriety ſhall be judged guilty of them, and that accord- 
ing thereunto our {aid Courts, without other Probs, 
order, That within tne Time that they ſhall think ht. 
they be obliged co render themſelves Priſoners for Ju- 
ftifying themſelves, and Antwering upon the Requi- 
ſit ions of Our ſaid Atcorneys-General : And it within 
the ſaid Time they fail to Obey the Orders that are 
intimated to them at their Dwelling-houfes, We will 
have them proceeded againſt upon Default and Con- 
tumacy, be Declzred and Convicted of the Crimes ob- 
jected to them; and as ſuch. that they be Condemned 
in the Penalties mentioned by Our Edicts, and their 
Goods Acquired Confiſcated to Us, and put into 
Our Hands, without waiting until the Five Years of 
Defaults and Contumacies be Expired, that all their 
Houſes be Rated, and their Woods of high Growth 
cut off to a certain Height. according to the Orders 
| we {hall give, and themſelves declared Infamous, and 
Degraded from Nobility, being for the future incapa- 
ble of any Place or Office. We forbid all Our Courts 
of Parliament. and Our other Judges, to admit them 
to their Juſtification after the Sentences of Condemna- 
tion, ever during the Five Years of Contumacy, till 
* firſt they have Obtained Our Letters, allowing them 
* Permithon to appear, and have pay'd the Fines in 
| which they have been Condernned. and that notwith- 
ſtanding the Eighteenth Article of the Seventh Title of 
Our Criminal Ordinance, which We have diſpenſed 
and do diſpenſe with in that re{pect, without being 
dran into Conſequence. 

XXIV. And even when the SuſpeRed have been Ar- 
relied, and put in Priſon, or that they have delivered 
themſelves into Priſon, We Will, That in caſe Our 
Attorneys-General find it difficult to make out che 
Proofs of the ſaid Combats, Our Courts give them 
the Delays which they ſhall require, referring it to the 
Honour and Conſcience of Our {aid Attorneys-Gene- 
ral, not to make uſe of them but for the Good of 
juſtice. 

XXV. During the Time that the Parties Accuſed 
or Suſpected of the {aid Crimes do not render them- 
| H 2 {elves 
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ſelves Priſoners. We Will, That the Juriſdiction of 
their Lands be Executed in Our Name; and during 
the ſaid Time We will provide to the Offices and Be- 
nefices of which the Diſpoſition belongs to the ſaid 
Parties Accuſed or Suſpete G 

XXVI. And to prevent that during the Time of the 
Trials upon Defaults and Contumacies the Parties 
Suſpected may not make uſe of the Means whch they 
uſually practiſe for taking off the Proofs of their 
Crimes, by Terrifying the Witneſſes, or Obliging 
them to Retract when they come to Swear; it is Our 
Will and Pleaſure, that notwithſtanding the Third 
Article of the Fifteenth Title of Our Ordinance of the 
Month of Auguſt, 1650, with which we have diſ- 
penſed, and do diſpenſe, upon this Account of the 
Crime of Ducls only, the Officers of Our Courts, and 
the Lieutenants-Criminal of Bailiwicks, where there is 
a Preſidial Seat, may proceed to the Examination of 
Witneſſes within the Twenty and Four Hours, and as 
ſoon as may be, after they have been heard in the In- 
formations, and that before any Judgment that Or- 
dains it hath paſt, though the Examinations mult not 
ſtand inſtead of Confrontation till it hath been ſo 
ordained by the Judgment of Default and Contuma- 
cy. 

xvn. We declare thoſe that are Condemned up- 
on Contumacy incapable and unworthy of all Suc- 
ceſſions that may fall to them after their Condemna- 
tion, though they be within the Five Years, and that 
they were afterwards Reſtortd notwithſtanding their 
Contumacy. If the Succeſhions fall before the Reſtau— 
ration, the Lordſhip and Juriſdiction of the Lands 
{hall be Executed in our Name, and the Fruits athgn:d 
to the Hoſpitals, without Hopes of Refiitution, to b- 
counted from the Day of the Condemnation upon 
Contumacy. 

XXVIII. We Will and Command in like manner, 
That in the Places remote from Towns where our 
Courts of Parliament Sit, that when after all the a- 
forementioned Searches and Perquiſitions the Guilty 
of Duels and Rencounters cannot be found, at the de- 
fire of the Subſtitutes of our Attorneys-General, _ 
ene 
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the bare Notoriety of Fact Seizure be Decreed againſt 
the Abſent, and for Fault of being able to 44 
them * Virtue of that Decree, all their Goods be Seiz- 
ed, and that wy be cited to appear within Three 
ſhort Terms confecutively ; and that thereupon the 
Defaults ſhall be put into the Hands of our Attorneys- 
General, or their Subſtitutes, that the Profit of them 
may be adjudged without other Form or Figure of 
Proceſs within Eight Days after the Crime commit- 
ted, and without any Obligation upon our ſaid Attor- 
neys-General, or their Subfiitutes, to Inform and make 
Proof of the Notorlety. 
XXIX. When the Accuſatlon is for the Crime of 
Duelling, no Regulation of the Judges can be made, 
notwithſtanding all Pretext of Prevention, Aſſaſſina- 


| tion, or otherwiſe, and the Proceſs cannot be pur- ; 
A | — but before the Judges of the Crime of Duel- | 
ing. | 

5 i XXX. And to prevent the Surprizes of thoſe, who 


do obtain Pardons may diſguiſe to us the Truth of f 
( Combats that have 11 aur and alledge Falſe Mat-. ſ 


x MF ters of Fact, to make it be believed that the ſaid Com- 
o # bats happened unexpectedly, and in Conſequence of a 
1 Quarrel ariſing on the Spot: We Ordain, That no 
' Man can carry through the Seals the Grant of any 
0. # Pardon in Cafes where there is — of a Preme- 
c- # ditated Duel or Rencounter, unleſs he be actually a 
a- Priſoner in our Retinue, or at leaſt in the chief Priſon 
at of the Parliament, in the Juriſdiction whereof the 
-ir ! Combat hath been Fought ; and unleſs it hath been 0 
u- verified that he hath in no manner contravened this 2. 
ds our preſent Edict; ſo that having thereupon taken the | 
'd Advice of our Coulins, the Marſhals of France, We = 
be map grant him a Remiſſion with knowledge of the 1 
on Cauſe. | 
XXXI. And foraſmuch as in purſuance of our Or- | 
cr, | ders, our Couſins, the Marſhals of France, are aſſem- F 
our dled to Review and Examine of new the Regulation 
ea | made by them concerning the ſeveral Satisfactions and f 
iltly ! KReparations of Honour, to which, by Orders from us, | 
de- they have added more ſevere Puniſhments againſi the I 
pon | Aggrefſors ; it is our Will and Pleaſure, That the 
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ſaid New Regulation, Dated the 22d of this preſent 


Month, together with that of the 22d of Auguſt, 
1653, hereto annexed under the Counter-Seal of our 
Chancellery, be inviolably followed and obſerved for 
the future by all thoſe that ſhall be employed in ad- 
juſting Differences which concern the Point of Honour 
and Reputation of Gentlemen. ; 

XXXII. And in reſpe& that ſometimes the Admi- 
niſtrators of Hoſpitals have neglected to recover the 
ſaid Fines and Confiſcations, We Will, That the Re- 
covery of Fines and Confiſcations, adjudged to the ſaid 
Hoſpitals, and other Perſons, who have been Negligent 
for the ſpace of a Year, to be counted from the Day 
of the Sentences of Condemnation, be made by the 
Receiver-General of our Revenues, to whom the half 
of the ſaid Contiſcations and Fines ſhall belong, for 
the Charges of the Recovery, reſerving to ourſelf to 
diſpoſe of the other half in Favours of what Hofpi- 
tals we pleaſe, beſides that to which they have been 
adjudged. 

XXXIII. It is moreover our Will and Pleaſure, 
That when Gentlemen have not obeyed the Orders of 
the Marſhals of France, and that they have incurred the 
Fines and Confiſcations appointed by this preſent E- 
dict, and the Regulation of the Marſhals of France, 
Advice of it (hall forthwith be given by «he ſaid Mar- 
ſhals of France to our Attorneys-General in our Courts 
of Parliament, or to their Subſtitutes, whom we en- 
Join immediately to proceed to the Seizure of Goods, 
until the ſaid Gentlemen do Obey ; and in cafe they 
Obey not within Three Months, the Fruits ſhall be 
purely applied to Hoſpitals, until they have Ob=-yed. 


the Charges of Provolis, of Procedure, Guards and 


others, being firſt Defalcated ; and for that Effect 
We Will, That the Directors and Adminiſtrators of the 
faid - Hoſpitals be put in Poſſethon and actual Enjoy- 
ment of the ſaid Goods. We Enjoin our ſaid At- 
torneys-General, and their Subſtitutes, to join with 
the ſaid Directors and Adminiſtrators for the ſpeedy 
and real uplifting of the ſaid Fines. We eſpecially 
Charge the Judges to have no Reſpect to Contraths, 
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Wills and Teſtaments, nor other Adts made within 
Six Months before the Crimes committed. 

XXXIV. When any one ſhall happen to be Killed in 
Combats, We permit the Relations of the Deceaſed to 
become Party within Three Months for longeſt delay 
againſt him who hath Killed; and in caſe he be Con- 
victed ot the Crime, Condemned and Executed, We 
make over the Conhiſcation of the Deceaſed to the 
Profit of him that hath purſued, who ſhall not be ob- 
liged to obtain another Grant of the Gift beſides this 
preſent Edict. As to the Relations to whoſe Profit 
We have made over the Confiſcation, We Will that 
the neareſt of Kin be Preferred before the more Re- 
mote, Provided they have made themſelves Parties 
within the Three Months, upon Condition of Reim- 
burſing the Charges that have been laid out. 

XXXV. The Crime of Duelling cannot be extin- 
guiſhed neither by Death, nor by any Preſcription of 
Twenty or Thirty Years, nor by any other, unleſs Exe- 
cution, Condemnation, or Complaint ,have been made; 
and it may be Proſecuted after any Lapſe of Time 
whatſoever againſt the Party, or againſt his Memory + 
Nay, thoſe who ſhall be found Guilty of Duelling 
ſince our Edict of 1651, Regiſtred in our Court of Par- 
liament of Paris, in the Month of September the (ame 
Ycar, may be called to an Account for the other Crimes 
committed by them before or ſince, notwithſtanding 
the ſaid Preſcription of Twenty and Thirty Years, pro- 
vided they be at the ſame Time tried for the Crime of 
Duclling, and by the ſame Judges, and that they be 
Convicted of the fame. 

XXXVI. All the Penalties contained in the preſent 
Edict for Puniſhment of the Contraveners of our 
Will and Pleaſure would be Uſclefs, and of no Effect, 
if by the Motives of an inflexible Juſtice and Stcadtaſt- 
neſs we maintained not the Laws which we have E- 
liabliſhed. For that End We Swear and Promiſe in 
the Faith and Word of a King, not to exempt for the 
fature any Perſon, for any Cauſe or Conſideration 
whatſoever, from the Rigour of the preſent Edict, that 
20 Remiſſion, Pardon and Obolition ſhall be granted 
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by us to thoſe who ſhall be guilty of the ſaid Crimes 
of Duels and Rencounters. We moſt ſtrictly Charge 
all Princes and Lords about us not to make any Inter- 
ceſſions for thoſe that are guilty of the ſaid Crimes, 
upon Pain of Incurring our Indignation. Proteſting 
again, That neither in Favours of any Marriage of a 
rince or Princeſs of our Blood, nor for rhe Birth of 
Princes or Children of France, which may happen du- 
ring our Reign, nor for any Conſideration General and 
Particular that may be, we will not knowingly ſuffer 
any Grants to be expeded contrary to our preſent Will, 
the Execution whereof we have Expreſly and Solemn- 
y Sworn upon the Day of our Coronation, to the 
End ſo Chriſtian, Juſt and Neceſſary, a Law may be 
rendred more Authentick and Inviolable. We Charg: 
and Command our Trufty and Beloved Councellors, 
thoſe that hold our Court of Parliament, that they 
cauſe theſe Preſents to be Read, Publiſhed and Regi- 
fired, and the Contents thereof Inviolably Kept and 
Obſerved, without COPE or permitting them 
to be Contravened ; for ſuch is our Pleaſure. And 
that it may be a Thing for ever Firm and Stable, We 
have cauſed our Seal to be put to theſe Preſents. Given 
at St. German in Laye in the Month of Auguſt, One 
Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy Nine, and Thirty- 
ſeventh Year of our Reign. Sign'd, LOUIS, and 
underneath, by the King, COLBERT. 


Which Edid was Regiſtred in the Parliament of Paris th: 
. Firſt of September following. 
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A Regulation made by the Marſhals of France 
concerning „ Lankgy Satisfactions and Re- 
parat ions of Honour, Auguſt 22. 1653. 


AS to what we are Commanded by expreſs Orders 
from the King, and particularly by his Majeſty's 
Declaration againſt Duels, Read, Publiſhed and Regi- 
ſired, in the Parliament of Paris, the 29th of July laſt. 
That we ſhould inſtantly Meet to frame a Regulation, the 
moſt Exact and Diſtind tbat may be, concerning the vari- 
ous Satisfations and Keparations of Honour, which we 
ſhall judge ought to be appointed according to the Diffe- 
rem e, of Offences And in ſuch a Manner that 
the Puniſhment of the Aggreſſor, and the SatisfaGion of 
the Party Offended, be ſu great and ſo proportionable to 
the Injury Received, That ns new Complaint nor Quarreſ 
may riſe upon that Account: The ſaid Regulation to be In- 
violably followed and obſerved for the Future by all 
boſe who ſhall be employed in adjuſting of Differences 
concerning the Point of Honour and Reputation of Gentle - 
men, We having ſeen and examined the Propoſitions 
of ſeveral Gentlemen of Quality of this Kingdom, 
who have had divers Conferences together upon this 
Subject, in purſuance of the Orders they had from us 
of the firſt of July 1651. and who have preſented in 
our Aſſembly the taid Propoſitions, drawn up in Wri- 
ting, and ſigned with their Hands, after mature Deli- 
beration We have Concluded and Agrecd upon the 
following Articles. ä 

I. In the Firſt Place, That in all Occaſions and Sub- 
Jets that may cauſe Quarrels and Reſentments, no 
Gentleman ought to think it Inconſiſtent with Honour 
to do any thing that may give a clear and fincere Ex- 
planation of the Truth. 

II. That amongti Gentlemen, many having alrea- 
dy ſolemnly Proteſted, and in Writing, that they will 
refuſe all Challenges, and never Fight a Duel for any 
Cauſe whatſoever : Theſe are ſo much the more obli- 
ged to give a clear Underſtanding, that without it 
they would formally —— their own ow 

ting. 
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ting, and by conſequent, the more deſerve Reproof and 
Chaſtiſement in the adjuſting of Quarrels that may 
ariſe for want of a clear Underſtandin 

But if he that pretends himſelf to be offended has 
ſo little Reaſon as not to be ſatisfied with the Ex- 

lanation that hath been fairly and ſincerely given 

im, and that he will oblige him by whom he thinks 
himſelf affronted, to Fight him: He who hath re- 
nounced Duelling may Anſwer him to this, or the 
like Purpoſe: That he wonders very much, that know- 
ing the lajt Edict. of the King, and particularly the De- 
claration of ſeveral Gentlemen, wherein be hath publickly 
engaged himſelf not #0 Fight, be will not reſt ſatisfied 
with the clear Underſtanding that he gives bim : And 
that he confiders not, that be neither can, nor ought to give 
or recetve any Place for Fighting, nay, nor to tell him 
where be may Rencounter him, but that be will change no- 
thing in his ordinary Courſe of Life. And 9 all 
other Gentlemen may Anſwer, That if they be ſet up- 
on they will defend themſelves, but that they think not 
themſelves obliged in Honour to Fight in Cold Blood, and 
Jo formally to contravene his Majeſty . Edid s, the Laws 
of Religion, and their own Conſcience, 

IV. When there happens any Quarrel amongſt Gen- 
tlemen, of whom ſome have promiſed under Hand- 
writing not to Fight, and the others not, Theſe 
latter ſhall always be reputed Aggteſſors, if the con- 
trary appear not by evident Preof. 

v. And becauſe the Ways of Fact might eaſily be 
prevented, if we, the Governours, or Lieutenant- 
Generals of Provinces were carefully informed of al! 
the Cauſes and Beginnings of Quarrels, We have con- 
ſulted and agreed, conform to the Power given us by 
his Majeſty's latt Edict, regiſtred in Parliament, the 
King fitting there, the 7th of September, 1651, forth- 
with to name and depute in every Bailiwick and 
Stewardy of this Kingdom, one or more Gentlemen 
of Quality, Age, and requiſite Sufficiency for receiv- 


ing the Intelligences of the Differences of Gentlemen, 
and for ſendi:;z them to us, or to the Governours and 
Lieutenant-Generals of Provinces, when they 2 re- 

ident 
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ſident there; and for doing all Things in General 
that. are preſcribed by the Second Article of the ſaid 


1 
And in Conformity to the ſame Edict, we charge 
all our Provoſts, Under-Bailiffs, Under-Stewards, 


Lieutenants-Criminal of the Short Robe, and other 


Officers of Marſhalſeas, readily and faithfully to obey 
the {aid Gentlemen deputed, for the Execution of 
their Orders. 

VI. And to the End we may be the more carefully 
informed of the Ditferences of Gentlemen, we declare, 
according to the Third Article of the ſame Edict, 
That all, who ſhall meet, though accidentally, in the 
Places where Offences are given, either by Reports, 
Injurious Diſcourſes, or Words, or by giving the Lie, 
Threats, Blows, Cudgellings, or other Outrages a- 
gainſt Honour, of what Nature ſoever they be, {hall 
for the future be obliged to give us Notice of the 


ſame, or the Governours, or Lieutenant-Generals of 
Provinces, or the Gentlemen deputed, upon Pain of 
being reputed Accomplices of the faid Offences, and 


of being proſecuted as having tacitly contributed 
thereunto ; and that they who have Knowledge of 
Law-Suits ready to be commenced amongſt Gentlemen 
for ſome Important Concern, ſhall be alſo obliged, 
according to the ſame Third Article of the {aid Edict, 
to give us Notice of the ſame, or the Governours, 
and the Lieutenants-General of Provinces, or the 
Gentlemen deputed in the Bailiwicks, to the End 
Means may be provided to hinder the Parties from 
leaving the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, and coming to 
the Ways of Fact for doing themſelves Right. 

VII. And becauſe that in all Offences that one may 
receive, it is Neceſſary to Eftablith ſome General 
Rules for the Satisfactions, which may ſufficiently 
tepalr the Honour, when once they are received and 
potion; ſeeing it is but too true, that Opinion alone 

ath eſtabliſhed moſt Part of the Maxims of the Point 
of Honour; and conſidering, that in Offences, it is 
above all Things to be minded, if they have been 
given without Cauſe, and if they have not been an- 
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ſwered with ſome Repartees or more heinous Re- 
venges : We declare that in thoſe which have been fo 
given without Cauſe, and have not been anſwered, 
if they conſiſt in Reproachful Words, as of St, Coward, 
Traitor, or the like, it may be ordered for a Puniſh- 
ment. that the Offender lie a Month in Priſon, and 
the Time not to be leflened by the Credit or Inter- 
ceſſion of any Perſon whatſoever, no not by the In- 
dulgence of the Party Offended; and that after he 
comes out of Priſon, he ſhall declare to the Perſon 
Offended, That impertinemly. and out o, purpoſe, he hath 
offended him by outrageous Words, which be acknowledges 
to be falſe, and begs his Pardon for them, | 

| VIII. For the Lyc, or Blows with the Hand or 
1 Cane, Two Months Impriſonment ſhall be appointed, 
which, as before, cannot be Shortened ; and after that 
the Offender is come out of Priſon, he ſhall ask the 
Party Offended Pardon, with Words more Satisfacto- 
ry than the former, and which ſhall be particularly 
ſpecified by the Judges of the Point of Honour. 

IX. For actual Offences by Cuffs, or the like, it ſhall 

be appointed for Puniſhment, That the Offender lie 
in Prifon for Six Months, which Time, as before, is 
not to be diminiſhed, unleſs the Offender defire that 
the half of that Impriſonment alone be commuted in- 
to a Fine, which cannot be leſs than 1500 Livres, ap- 
plicable to the next Hoſpital to the Place hend dhe 
Party Oftended lives, and which ſhall be paid before | 
the Offender come ont of Priſon ; nay, and after he 
comes out, he ſhall ſubmit himſelf over and above to 
receive, fram the Hand of the Party Offtended, Blows | 
of the ſame Nature of thoſe which he hath given, and | 
ſhall declare by Word and Writing, That he hath brutih- | 
ly ſtrucken bim, and pray him to pardon and forget that 
Offcnee, £ | s 

2 For Canings, or other Outrages of the like Na- 
ture, the Offender ſhall lie in Priſon for a whole Yeai. | 
and that Time cannot be Moderated, unleſs for Six 
Months, upon Paymenr of zoco Livres as a Fine, pay 
able and applicable in the manner above- mentioned, 
and after he is come out of Priſon, he ſhall . his 
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Knees beg Pardon of the Party Offended, in that po- 
{tare ſubmit himfelf to receive the like Blows, hum- 
bly thank him, if he give him them not, as he might, 
and belides declare by Words and Writing, That be 
brutiſhly offended him, beſeech him to forget it, and that 
if he were in his place, he would be content with the ſame 
Sat iifad ion. And in all Offences of Blows with the 
Hand, Cane, or ſuch like, beſides the aforeſaid Pu- 
niſhment and SatisfaQions, the Party Offended may 
be obliged to Chaftiſe the Offender with the ſame 
Blows that he hath received, though he ſhould even 
be ſo Generous as not to give them, and that only in 
caſe that the Offence be by the Circumſtances judged 
ſo Atrocious, that it requires the Party Offended to be 
reduced to that Neceſſity. 

Xl. And when Accommodations are made in all 
the aforeſaid Caſes, the Judges of the Point of Honour 
may appoint what Number of the Friends of the Par- 
ty Offended they pleaſe, to fee the Satisfactions En- 
Joined, Performed, and Rendred more Publick. 

XII. For Offences and Outrages done to the Honour 
of a Gentleman, upon Occaſion of ſome Civil Intereſt, - 
or of ſome Law-Suit already Commenced before the 
Ordinary Judges, in theſe the Satisfactions cannot be 
too rigorous. And they who adjuſt ſuch Differences, 
may, beſides the Puniſhments above ſpecified in every 
kind of Offence, order alſo Baniſhment, for as long a 
Time as they ſhall judge convenient, from the Places 
where the Offender has his ordinary Refidence. And 
when, by Notoriety of Fact, or other Proofs, it be 
made appear, That a Gentleman hath taken Poſſeſſion 
of any thing by the Ways of Fact or by Surprize, no 
Accommodation can be made, no not concerning the 
Point of Honour, till tirſt the Thing diſputed be put 
into the ſame Condition it was before the Violence, or 
Surprize. 

XIII. And becauſe beſides the afore-mentioned 
Cauſes of Differences, Words that may be pretended 
to have been given and broken, produce a great many 
others: We declare, That a Gentleman that hath got 
a Promiſe of another, concerning any Bufineſs what- 
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ſoever, can build nothing upon it for the future, nor 
complain of the Breach of it, unleſs it hath been given 
him in Writing, or in Preſence of one or more Gen- 
tlemen. So that all Gentlemen ſhall hereafter be ob- 
liged to uſe that Czution, not only for Obeying Our 
Regulations, but alſo for the Intereſt that every one 
hath ef Preſerving the Friendſhip of him that hath 
paſt his Word to him, and of not being declared an 
Aggreſſor, as he ſhall be for the Time to come in all 
Quarrels that ſhall ariſe from a Promiſe given without 
Writing or Witneſſes, and which he ſhall pretend not 
to have been kept. 

XIV. If a Promiſe made in Writing, or before other 
Gentlemen, be violated, the Party concerned ſhall be 
obliged to demand Juſtice from Us, from the Gover- 
nours, or Lieutenant-Generals of Provinces, or from 
the Gentlemen deputed, for Fault whereof he ſhall be 
reputed Aggteſſor in all the Quarrels that may happen 
upon Breach of that Promiſe: As alſo all the Wit- 
neſſes of the ſaid Breach of Promiſe who have not 
given Notice of it, ſhall be reſpontible for all the Diſ- 
orders that may follow thereupon. And as to what 
concerns the ſaid Breaches of Promiſe, Reparations and 
Satisfactions ſhall be appointed according to the Im- 
portance of the Affair. 

XV. If by the Relation of thoſe that were preſent, 
or other Proofs, it appear, that an Injury hath been 
done upon a Premeditated Deſign, out of Frolick, and 
upon Advantage, We declare, That according to the 
Laws of Honour, the Party Offended may Proſecute 
the Aggreſſor and his Complices before the Ordinary 
Judges, as if he had been Aſſaſſinated. And that Pro- 
ceeding ought not to ſeem ſtrange, ſince he that Of- 
fends another upon Advantage, b that Action renders 


himſelf unworthy of being uſed as a Gentleman: If 
nevertheleſs the Perſon Offended had not rather refer 
himſelf to Our Judgment, or to the Judgment of the 
other Judges of the Point of Honour for Satisfaction, 
and for the Chaſtiſement of the Aggreſſor, which 
ought to be far greater than all the preceding, which 
ER only 
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only concern Offences glven in ſudden and unexpected 
Quarrels. | 

XVI. In caſe a Gentleman refuſe, or without law- 
ful Cauſe delay to Obey Our Orders, or the Orders of 
the other Judges of the Point of Honour, as to ap- 
pear before Us or them, when he hath been Summon- 
ed to it, either Perſonally, or at his Dwelling Houſe ; 
and alſo when he hath not Submitted to the Puniſh- 
ments inflicted upon him ; he ſhall be, after a Time 
preſcribed, forthwith Conſtrained to it, by Quarter- 
ing Soldiers in his Houſe, or Impriſonment, conform 
to the Eighth Article of the ſaid Edict. Which ſhall 
be carefully put in Execution by Our Provolts, Under- 
Bailiffs, Under-Stewards, Lieutenants-Criminal of the 
Short Robe, and other Lieutenants, Exempts, and 
Officers of the Marſhalſeas, upon Pain of Suſpenſion 
from their Charges, and Loſs of their Salaries ; and 
the ſaid Execution ſhall be done at the Coft and 
Charges of . the Diſobedient and Refractory Perſon. 

XVII. And according to the ſame Eighth Article of 
the ſaid Edict, if Our Provoſts, Under-Bailifts, Un- 
q der- Stewards, Licutenants-Criminal of the Short 
Robe, and other Officers of the Marſhalſeas, cannot 
put in Execution the ſaid Impriſonments, they ſhall 
Seize and Eſtreat all the Revenues of the (aid Diſobe- 
dient, give Advice of the ſaid Seiſures to the Attor- 
neys- General or their Subſiitutes, according to the laſt 
Declaration againſt Duelling, regiſtted in the Parlia- 
ment of Paris the 29th of July laſt; the faid Revenues 
to be applied, and remain acquired, during all the Time 
of Diſobedience, to the Hoſpital of the Town where 
the Parliament is; under the Juriſdiction whereof the 
Goods of the Diſobedient are jointly with the Hoſpi- 
tal of the Royal Seat, on which they alſo depend; to 


the end that mutually afi:{ting one another in the Pro- 


ſecution, the one may furniſh Information and Proof, 
the other Juſtice and Authority. And in caſe there be 
preceding Debts which hinder the Up lifting of the 
Revenue confiſcated to the Frotit of the {aid Holpirals, 
the Sum to which the {aid Revenu= may amount. thall 
become a real Debt upon all the Goods Moveable and 


Im- 
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Immoveablc of the Diſobedient, ta. be Payed an T= 
charged in Courſe, according to the fame Eight gs. 
ticle of the ſaid Edict. 538 2:62 1 IVEEM 
XVIII. If they who have been by us, and the othit © 
Judges of the Point of Honour, put under Guard, make 
their Eſcape, the Accommodation ſhall not be made 
till firſt they have kept Priſon during the Tine that 
ſhall be appointed. 11:1 54 nals — 41 
XIX. And generally in all the other Differences of 
Offences, that have not been above Specified, and 
which are of infinite Variety; as if they have been * 
given without Cauſe, and if they have been anſwered - 
with more heinous Repartees; or if by, Outrageous 
Words the Offender bas drawn upon himſelf the Lye, 
ora Cuff; and in a Word, in all other Rencounters ot 
Injuries inſenfibly aggravated, We refer it to the Judges 
of the Point of Honour, to appoint ſuch Puniſtunents 
and Satisfactlons as the Caſes and Circumitances ſhaft 
require ; Exhorting them to have. always a Particular 
Eye upon him that hath been the Aggreſſor, and the 
firſt Cauſe of the Offence, and to ſend back be- 
fore Us all thoſe who would repreſent to Us their | 
Reaſons, conform to the Second Article of his Ma- 
jetiy's laſt Edict, regiſtred, as hath been ſaid, in Par- 
liament the 7th of September, 16571. * 


Made at Paris the Two and Twentieth Da of Au- 
guſt, One Thouſand Six Hundred and Fifty One, 


Signed, D Efliree, De Grammont, &. 
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6. new Regulation made by the Marſbals of 

NN F rance, which Confirms and Enlarges the 

| former, af the 22d of Auguſt 1679. 

Fur King having commanded us to meet, and ex- 
amine of new the Regulation which we made by 

expreſs Orders of His Majeſty, Dated the 22d of Au- 


* 
* 


et, 1653, concerning the Satistactions and Repara- 
” tions of Honour amongſt Gentlemen, it being His Ma- 


Jelty' 8 Intention to augment the Puniſhments and Sa- 
isfactioris in ſuch Sort that they be equal and pro- 
porticnable te the Injuries. In Obedience to his Ma- 
zeſty's Orders, under bis good Will and Pleaſure, We 


have thought, 


That the Firft. Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth 
Articles of the {aid Regulation ought to be put in Ex- 


ecution. 


As to the Sixth, it is our Opinion, That thoſe who 
have been preſent at Offences; and have not inform- 
ed of them, ought to be Puniſhed by Six Months Im- 
priſonment. 


As to the Seventh Article, inſtead of One Months 
Impriſonment for him that hath Offended, we are 
of Opinion, That he lye Two Months in Priſon, and 
that the reſt of 'the Article be put in Execution. 


As to the Eighth Article, it is our Opinion, That 
the Offender ought to ſuffer Four Months Impriſon- 
ment inſtead of Two, and after he hath come out of 
Priſon ask Pardon of the Party Offend:d. 


As to the Ninth Article, We think that for actual 
Offences of Cutts or Blows with the Hand in the Heat 
of Quarrels, if a Lie went before the Box or Blow, 
he that hath ſirucken ought to be committed to a 
Priſon for a Tear: and if no 1 went before, he ouglit 
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to lye in Priſon for the ſpace of Two Years, and the 
Time not to be ſhortned for any Cauſe whatſoever, 
though the Party Offended ſhould even demand it ; 
and that after the Offender is come out of Priſon, he 
ſhall ill ſubmit to receive from the Hand of the Par 

Offended the like Blows as he hath given, and ſhall 
declare by Word and Writing, That he hath ſirucken 
him Brutiſhly, and beſeech him to Pardon him, and 


to forget that Offence, 


As to the Tenth Article, in regard of Caneings, or 
other the like Outrages given in the Heat of Quarrels, 
in caſe they have been given after a Box or Blow with 
the Hand, he that hath ſtrucken with a Cudgel, or o- 
therwiſe, ſhall keep Priſon for the ſpace of Two Tears; 
and in caſe he hath been beaten before, he ſhall be 
Priſoner for Four Years ; and when he hath come out 
he ſhall ask Pardon of the Party Offended. 


As to the Eleventh, Twelfth, Thirteenth and Four- 
teenth Articles, it is our Opinion, That they ovght 
to be put in Execution, and nothing altered in them. 


As to the Fifteenth Article, we judge, That if by 
the Relation of Perſons Preſent, Notoriety, or any o- 
ther Proofs, it appear that an Injury by Blows of a 
Cane, Cudgel, or any other of the like Nature, hath 
been done by Premeditated Deſign, Surprize, or upon 
Advantage, he that hath ſtrucken ſingly and before 
one's Face, ought to keep Priſon for the ſpace of Fif- 
teen Years ; and that he who ſttiketh behind one's 
Back, though alone, and upon Advantage, whether 
by taking Company along with him, or otherwiſe, 
ought to keep Priſon during the ſpace of Twenty Years 
complete, and that ina Town, Cittadel, or Fortreſs, 
diſtant at leaſt Thirty Leagues from the Place where 
the Party Offended has his ordinary Refidence : And 


that Prohibition be made by his Majeſty to the Offen- 


der not to make his Eſcape out of Priſon upon Pain 
of Death ; and to the Offended not to come within 
Ten Leagues of the Place of the ſaid Priſon, upon 
Pain of Niſobedience; 4 
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As to the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth and 
Ninetcenth Articles, we don't think that any thing 
ought to be altered. 


Mad: at St. German in Laye the Two and Twentieth Day 
o Auguſt, One Thouſand Six Hundred and Seventy 


ne, 
Sign d, 
VILLEROY, VRANCEY, &e. 
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BSERVATIONS and REMARKS 
O upon the Lives and Reigns of King Heury VIII. 
1 4 VI. Queen Mary I; cen Elizabeth, 
and Ring James I. with Particular Characters, (after 
the Earl of Clarendon's Method) ct all their FAVOU- 
RITES, and the molt Eminent and Illuſtrious Perſons 
both in Church and State that Flourifh'd in England 
during thoſe Reigns. Collected from Publick Hzſtories 
and Private Memoirs; Particularly in the Two lati 
mentioned Reigns. From a M. S. of Sir Robert 
Naunton, Secretary of State to King James I. By the 


Author of the Hiſtory of England. 2 Vol. vo, In. 


{crib'd to His Excellency the Right Honourable Thoma: 


- 
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A POLITICAL ACCOUNT of the Diminutions 
of the Revenues and Trade of France, by Taxes 


and Subſidies, Deducd from the Year 1660. Writ. 


Originally by an Officer of the FINANCES, who was 
Diſplac'd and Proſecuted for the ſame. The Second 
Edition. o TA : I | 

Both Sold by John Morphew, near Stationers- 


Hall, 
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